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.Cmar. IV.] SCULPTURES DISCOVERED. » 57

been completely destroyed, the very alabaster itself having disappeared.
The bas-reliefs recorded the subjection by the Assyrian king of a nation in-
habiting the banks of a river. The captive women are distinguished by
Mug embroidered robes fringed with tassels, and the oastles have a pecul-
iar wedge-shaped omament on the walls. The towns probably ‘stood in
the midst of marshes, as they appear to be sarrounded by canes or reeds,
as well as by groves of palm trees. The Assyrians having captured the
strong places by escalade, carried the inhabitants into captivity, and drove
amway cattle, camels, and carts drawn by oxen. Some of the men bear
" large baskets of osier work, and the women vases or cauldrons. The king,
standing in his chariot, attended by his warriors, and preceded by an eu-
‘puch registering the number of prisoners and the amount of the spoil, re.
ceives the conquered chiefs. Not a vestige of inscription remains to re-
cord the name of the vanquished people ; but we may conjecture, from the
river and the palm trees, that they inhabited some district in southern
Mesopotamia. They were, probably, one of the numerous Arab tribes who
lived in the marshes formed by the Euphrates and Tigris, and took advant-
age, as their descendants do to this day, of their almost inaccessible posi-
tion in the midst of vast swamps to be in continual rebellion against the
supreme government. Many of these tribes, it will hereafter be seen, are
mentioned amongst the southern conquests of the king who built the pal-
ace. In the southern wall of this chamber was a doorway formed by plain,
upright slabs of a close-grained magnesian limestone, almost as hard as
flint : between them were two small, crouching lions, in the usual alabas-
ter. This entrance led into a further room, of which only a small part
had been explored.* The walls were panelled with unsculptured slabs of
the same compact limestone.

The sculptured remains hitherto discovered in the mound of Kouyunjik
had been reached by digging down to them from the surface, and then
removing the rubbish. After the departure of Mr. Ross, the accumulation
of earth above the ruins had become so considerable, frequently exceeding
thirty feet, that the workmen, to avoid the labor of clearing it away, be-
gan to tunnel along the walls, sinking shafts at intervals to admit light and
air. The hardness of the soil, mixed with pottery, bricks, and remains of
buildings raised at various times over the buried ruins of the Assyrian pal-
ace, rendered this process easy and safe with ordinary care and precaution.
The subterraneous passages were narrow, and were propped up when nec-
essary either by leaving columns of earth, as in mines, or by wooden beams.
These long galleries, dimly lighted, lined with the remains of ancient art,
broken urns projecting from the crumbling sides, and the wild Arab and
hardy Nestorian wandering through their intricacies, or working in their
dark recesses, were singularly picturesque.

Toma Shishman had removed the workmen from the southern corner
of the mound, where the sculptures were much injured, and had opened

* No. LIII. Plan I
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tunnels in a part of the building previously explored, commencing where 1
had left off on my departure from Mosul.* I descended into the vaulted
passages by an inclined way, through which the workmen issued from be-
neath to throw away the rubbish dug out from the ruins. At the bottom
I found myself before a wall forming the southern side of the great Hall,
discovered, though only partly explored, during my former researches.t
The sculptures, faintly seen through the gloom, were still well enough pre-
served to give a complete history of the subject represented, although, with
the rest of the bas-reliefs of Kouyunjik, the fire had nearly turned them to
lime, and had cracked them into a thousand pieces. The faces of the
slabs had been entirely covered with figures, varying from three inches to
one foot in height, carefully finished, and designed with great spirit.

In this series of bas-reliefs the history of an Assyrian conquest was more
fully portrayed than in any other yet discovered, from the going out of the
monarch to battle, to his triumphal return after a complete victory. The
first part of the subject has already been described in my former work.t
The king, accompanied by his chariots and horsemen, and leaving his cap-
ital in the Assyrian plains, passed through a mountainous and wooded
district.4 He does not appear to have been delayed by the siege of many
towns or castles, but to have carried the war at once into the high coun-
try. His troops, cavalry and infantry, are represented in close combat with
their enemies, pursuing them over hills and through valleys, beside streams,
and in the midst of vineyards. The Assyrian horsemen are armed with
the spear and the bow, using both weapons whilst at full speed : their op-
ponents seem to be all archers. The vanquished turn to ask for quarter;
or, wounded, fall under the feet of the advancing horses, raising their hands
imploringly to ward off the impending deathblow. The triumph follows.
The king standing in his chariot, beneath the royal parasol, followed by
long lines of dismounted warriors leading richly caparisoned horses, and
by foot soldiers variously armed and accoutred, is receiving the captives
and spoil taken from the conquered people. First approach the victorious
warriors, throwing the heads of the slain into heaps before the registering
officers. They are followed by others leading, and urging onwards with
staves, the prisoners—men chained together, or bound singly in fetters, and
women, some on foot, carrying their children on their shoulders, and lead-
ing them by the hand, others riding on mules. The procession is finished

* At No. VI. same plan. The chambers marked with letters in the Plan of Kou-
yunjik in the 2d vol. of “ Nineveh and its Remains,” are distinguished, for conven-
ience of general reference, by numbers in Plan I. of this work, which includes all
those excavated during the first expedition, as well as those discovered during the
second : the letters are, however, also inserted.

t No. VI. Plan L.

t Nineveh and its Remains, vol. ii. p. 134.

§ The long lines of variously armed troops, described in my former work (vol. ii.
p. 134) as covering several slabs from top to bottom, form the army of the king
marching to this campaign. Monuments of Nineveh, Plate 81.
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A small doorway to the right of the portal formed by the winged bulls,
led into a further chamber,* in which an entrance had been found into a
third room,t whose walls had been completely uncovered. Its dimensions
were 26 feet by 23, and it had but this one outlet, flanked on either side
by two colossal figures, whose lower extremitics alone remained, the upper
part of the slabs having been destroyed : one appeared to have been eagle-
headed, with the body of a man, and the other a monster, with human
head and the feet of a lion. The bas-reliefs round the chamber repre-
sented the siege of a castle standing on an artificial mound, surrounded at
its base by houses. The besieged defended themselves on the walls and
turrets with bows, spears, and stones. The Assyrian army was composed
of spearmen, slingers, and bowmen, some of whom had already gained the
housetops. Male and female captives had been taken and heads cut off';
the victorious warriors according to custom, and probably to claim a re-
ward,} bringing them to the registrars. The led horses and body-guard of
the king was still preserved, but that part of the bas-relief containing the
monarch himself, probably standing in his chariot, had been destroyed. In
the back ground were wooded mountains; vines and other trees formed a
distinct band in the middle of the slabs; and a river ran at the foot of the
mound. The dress of the male prisoners consisted either of a long robe
falling to the ankles, or of a tunic reaching to the knees, over which was
thrown an outer garment, apparently made of the skins of animals, and
they wore greaves laced up in front. The women were clothed in a robe
descending to the feet, with an outer fringed garment thrown over the shoul-
ders; a kind of hood or veil covered the back of the head, and fell over the
neck. Above the castle was the fragment of an inscription in two lines,
containing the name of the city, of which unfortunately the first character
is wanting. It reads: “ The city of . . . alammo I attacked and cap-
tured ; I carried away its spoil.” No name, however, corresponding with
it has yet been found in the royal annals, and we can only infer, from the
nature of the country represented, that the place was in a mountainous dis-
trict to the north of Assyria.{ It is remarkable that in this chamber,
as in others afterwards explored, some of the slabs (those adjoining the en-
trance) had been purposely defaced, every vestige of sculpture having been
carefully removed by a sharp instrument.

Returning to the great hall, I found that a third outlet had been discover-
ed, opening, however, to the west. This entrance had been guarded by six co-
lossal figures, three on each side. The upper part of all of them had been de-
stroyed. They appear to have been eagle-headed and lion-headed monsters. ||

*+ No. XIII. Plan I. t No. XIV. same plan.

1 It is still the custom in Persia, and was so until lately in Turkey, for soldiers to
bring the heads of the slain to their officers after a battle, and to claim a small pecun-
iary reward.

9 As much of the bas-reliefs as could be moved is now in the British Museum ; see
also 2d series of the Monuments of Nineveh, Plate 39.

|l Entrancei. No. VI. PlanI.
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This doorway led into a narrow passage, one side of which had alone
been excavated ; on it was represented the siege of a walled city, divided
into two parts by a river. One half of the place had been captured by the
Assyrians, who had gained possession of the towers and battlements, but
that on the opposite bank of the stream was still defended by slingers and
bowmen. Against its walls had been thrown banks or mounds, built of
stones, bricks, and branches of trees.* The battering-rams, covered with
skins or hides looped together, had been rolled up these inclined ways, and
had already made a breach in the fortifications. Archers and spearmen
were hurrying to the assault, whilst others were driving off the captives,
and carrying away the idols of the enemy. The dress of the male prison-
ers consisted of a plain under-shirt, an upper garment falling below the
knees, divided in the front and buttoned at the neck, and laced greaves.
Their hair and beards were shorter and less elaborately curled than those
of the Assyrians. The women were distinguished by high rounded turbans,
ornamented with plaits or folds. A veil fell from the back of this head-
dress over the shoulders.t No inscription remained to record the name of
the vanquished nation. Their castles stood in a wooded and mountainous
country, and their peculiar costume, and the river passing through the cen-
tre of their chief city, may help hereafter to identify them.

The opposite side of this narrow chamber, or passage, was shortly after-
wards uncovered. The bas-reliefs on its walls represented the king in his
chariot, preceded and followed by his warriors. The only remarkable feat-
ure in the sculptures was the highly decorated trappings of the horses,
whose bits were in the form of a horse at full speed.

Such were the discoveries that had been made during my absence. There
could be no doubt whatever that all the chambers hitherto excavated be-
longed to one great edifice, built by one and the same king. I have already
shown how the bas-relicfs of Kouyunjik differed from those of the older pal-
aces of Nimroud, but closely resembled those of Khorsabad in the general
treatment, in the costumes of the Assyrian warriors, as well as of the na-
tions with whom they warred, and in the character of the ornaments, in-
scriptions, and details. Those newly uncovered were, in all these respects,
like the bas-reliefs found before my departure, and upon which I had ven-
tured to form an opinion as to the respective antiquity and origin of the va-
rious ruins hitherto explored in Assyria. The bas-reliefs of Nimroud, the
reader may remember, were divided into two bands or friezes by inscrip-
tions; the subject being frequently confined to one tablet, or slab, and ar-

* For an account of these mounds represented in the Assyrian sculptures, and the:
manner in which they illustrate various passages in Scripture, see my Nineveh and
its Remains, vol. ii. p. 367. and note.

t Such is the costume of the women in ships in a bas-relief discovered during my
former researches (see Nineveh and its Remains, vol. ii. p. 129. and Monuments of
Nineveh, Plate 71.), and which, T have conjectured, may represent the capture of

Tyre or Sidon.
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terraces, others on projecting rocks and ledges, whilst the boys clamber into
the high trees, from whence they can obtain a view of the proceedings.
The women make the tahlel without ceasing, and the valley resounds with
the deafening noise. The long white garments fluttering amongst the
trees, and the gay costumes of some of the groups, produce a very beautiful
and novel effect.

The Kaidi were formerly a powerful tribe, sending as many as six hund-
red matchlock-men to the great feast. They have been greatly reduced
in numbers and wealth by wars and oppression.

Cawal Yusuf had promised, on the occasion of the festival, to show me
the sacred book of the Yezidis. He accordingly brought a volume to me
one morning, accompanied by the secretary of Sheikh Nasr, the only Yezidi,
as far as I am aware, who could read it. It consisted of a few tattered
leaves, of no ancient date, containing a poetical rhapsody on the merits and
attributes of Sheikh Adi, who is identified with the Deity himself, as the
origin and creator of all things, though evidently distinguished from the
Eternal Essence by being represented as seeking the truth, and as reach-
ing through it the highest place, which he declares to be attainable by all
those who like him shall find the truth. I will, however, give a trans-
lation of this singular poem, for which I am indebted to Mr. Hormuzd
Rassam.*

Tue RecitaTioN (or PoEy) oF SHEIKH ADI—PEACE BE UPON HIM!

. My understanding surrounds the truth of things,

. And my truth is mixed up in me.

. And the truth of my descent is set forth by itself ;t

. And when it was known it was altogether in me.$

. All who are in the universe are under me,

. And all the habitable parts and the deserts,§

. And every thing created is under me.||

. And I am the ruling power preceding all that exists.
. And I am he who spake a true saying.

. And I am the just judge, and the ruler of the earth (Bat'ha).
. And T am he whom men worship in my glory,

- O DD WD~

——

* The year after my visit to Sheikh Adi this poem was shown, through Mr. C. Ras-
sam, to the Rev. Mr. Badger, who has also given a translation of it in the first volume
of his “ Nestorians and their Rituals.” The translation in the text was, however,
made before Mr. Badger’s work was published. That gentleman is mistaken in stat-
ing that * Sheikh Adi is one of the names of the Deity in the theology of the Yezi-
dis,” and “that he is held by them to be the good deity,” for in the fifty-eighth verse
the Sheikh is expressly made to say, ‘“ The All-merciful has distinguished me with
names ;" and the Yezidis always admit him to be but a great prophet, or Vicegerent
of the Almighty.

t Or, I am come of myself.”

t According to Mr. Badger, “I have not known evil to be with me,” but the verse
seems to have reference to the Sheikh’s self-existence.

§ Or, “ And who are in distress and in a thicket.”

Il Or, “ And in every good action I take delight.”
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12. Coming to me and kissing my feet.

18. And I am he who spread over the heavens their height.

14. And I am he who cried in the beginning (or in the wilderness, Al bidaee).
15. And I am the Sheikh, the one and only one.

16. And I am he who of myself revealeth all things.

17. And I am he to whom came the book of glad tidings,

18. From my Lord who burneth (or cleaveth) the mountains.

19. And I am he to whom all created men come,

20. In obedience to kiss my feet.

21. I bring forth fruit from the first juice of early youth,

. By my presence, and turn towards me my disciples.*

. And before his light the darkness of the morning cleared away.
I guide him who asketh for guidance.

And I am he that caused Adam to dwell in Paradise,

And Nimrod to inhabit a hot burning (or hell) fire.

And I am he who guided Ahmed the Just,

And led him into my path and way.

And I am he unto whom all creatures

Come unto for my good purposes and gifts.t

And I am he who visited all the heights (or, who hath all majesty),
And goodness and charity proceed from my mercy.

And I am he who made all hearts to fear

My purpose, and they magnified the power and majesty of my awfulness.}
And I am he to whom the destroying lion came,

Raging, and I shouted against him and he became stone.
And I am he to whom the serpent came,

And by my will I made him dust.

And I am he who struck the rock and made it tremble,

And made to burst from its side the sweetest of waters.

. And I am he who sent down the certain truth.

42. From me (is) the book that comforteth the oppressed.

43. And I am he who judged justly ;

44. And when I judged it was my right.

45. And I am he who made the springs to give water,

46. Sweeter and pleasanter than all waters.

47. And I am he that caused it to appear in my mercy,

48. And hy my power I called it the pure (or the white).

49. And I am he to whom the Lord of Heaven hath said,

60. Thou art the Just Judge, and the ruler of the earth (Bat’'hai).
51. And I am he who disclosed some of my wonders.

52. And some of my virtues are manifested in that which exists.
53. And I am he who caused the mountains to bow,

EEEBUSEREBEEBRNRENRUER

* The Rev. Mr. Badger translates the 21st and 22d verses differently :—

“I am the mouth, the moisture of whose spittle
Is as honey, wherewith I constitute my confidants ;"
referring to the mode of initiation amongst Mussulman dervishes, who drink a howl
of milk into which a Sheikh has spat.
t Or, “Mine are all created, or existing things;
They are my gifts, and for my purposes.”
1 « And I am he that entereth the heart in my zeal,
And I shine through the power of my awfulness and majesty.”

Mr. Badger.
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mains of an edifice like those ruins. There are a few low mounds scat-
tered around it, but no distinct line of walls forming an inclosure. During
the former excavations only earthen jars, and bricks, inscribed with the
name of the founder of the centre palace at Nimroud, had been discover-
ed* A party of Arabs and Tiyari were now opening trenches and tun-
nels in various parts of the mound, under the superintendence of Yakoub
Rais of Asheetha. The workmen had uncovered, on the west side of the
ruin near the surface, some large blocks of yellowish limestone apparently
forming a flight of steps; the only other antiquities of any interest found
during the excavations were a few bricks bearing the name of the early
Nimroud king, and numerous fragments of earthenware, apparently belong-
ing to the covers of some earthen vessels, having the guilloche and honey-
suckle alternating with the cone and tulip, as on the oldest monuments of
Nimroud, painted upon them in black upon a pale-yellow ground.t

It is remarkable that no remains of more interest have been discovered
in this mound, which must contain a monument of considerable size and
antiquity. Although the trenches opened in it were numerous and deep,
yet the ruin has not yet probably been sufficiently examined. It can
scarcely be doubted that on the artificial platform, as on others of the same
nature, stood a royal palace, or some monument of equal importance.

* The fragment of sculpture brought me by a Christian overseer, employed during
the former expedition, was, I have reason to believe, obtained at Khorsabad.

¢ Now in the British Museum. They appear to belong to several distinct objects,
probably the covers to some funeral or other vases. See Plate 55. of 2d series of
the Monuments of Nineveh.

Cart with Ropes, and Workmen carrying Saws, Picks, and Shovels, for moving Colossal Bull (Kouyunpk).
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by the sword before the throne of the
king. The haughty monarch was re-
ceiving the chiefs of the conquered na-
tion, who crouched and knelt humbly be-
fore him. They were brought into the
royal presence by the Tartan of the As-
syrian forces, probably the Rabshakeh
himeelf, followed by his principal officers.
The general was clothed in embroidered
robes, and wore on his head a fillet adorn-
ed with rosettes and long tasseled bands.

The throne of the king stood upon an
elevated platform, probably an artificial
mound, in the hill country. Its armsand
sides were supported by three rows of fig-
ures one above the other. The wood
was richly carved, or encased in emboss-
ed metal, and the legs ended in pine-
shaped ornaments, probably of bronze.
The throne, indeed, appears to have re-
sembled, in every respect, one discovered
in the north-west palace at Nimroud,
which I shall hereafter describe.* Over
the high back was thrown an embroid-
ered cloth, doubtless of some rare and
beautiful material.

The royal feet rested upon a high footstool of elegant form, fashioned like
the throne, and cased with embossed metal ; the legs ending in lion’s paws.
Behind the king were two attendant eunuchs raising fans above his head,
and holding the embroidered napkins.

The monarch himself was attired in long loose robes richly ornamented,
and edged with tassels and fringes. In his right hand he raised two ar-
rows, and his left rested upon a bow ; an attitude, probably denoting tri-
umph over his enemics, and in which he is usually portrayed when receiving
prisoners after a victory.

Behind the king was the royal tent or pavilion :t and beneath him were
his led horses, and an attendant on foot carrying the parasol, the emblem
of royalty. His two chariots, with their charioteers, were waiting for him.
One had a peculiar semicircular ornament of considerable size, rising from
the pole between the horses, and spreading over their heads It may orig-
inally have contained the figure of a deity, or some mythic symbol. It was

* Chap. VIIL

t 1 presume this to be a tent, or moveable dwelling-place. It is evidently sup-
ported by ropes. Above it is an inscription declaring that 1t is “ the tent (!) (the word
seems to read sarata) of Sennachenb, king of Assyria.”

Sennacherib on his Throne before Lachish.
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attached to the chariot by that singular contrivance joined to the yoke and
represented in the early sculptures of Nimroud, the use and nature of which
1 am still unable to explain.* This part of the chariot was richly adorned
with figures and ornamental designs, and appeared to be supported by a
prop resting on the pole. The trappings of the horses were handsomely dec-
orated, and an embroidered cloth, hung with tassels, fell on their chests.
Two quivers, holding a bow, a hatchet, and arrows, were fixed to the side
of the chariot.

This fine series of bas-reliefs,} occupying thirteen slabs, was finished by
the ground-plan of a castle, or of a fortified camp containing tents and
houses. Within the walls was also seen a fire-altar with two beardless
priests, wearing high conical caps, standing before it. In front of the altar,
on which burned the sacred flame, was also a table bearing various sacri-
ficial objects, and beyond it two sacred chariots, such as accompanied the
Persian kings in their wars.t The horses had been taken out,and the yokes
rested upon stands. Each chariot carried a lofty pole surmounted by a
globe, and long tassels or streamers ; similar standards were introduced into
scenes representing sacrifices in the sculptures of Khorsabad.

. Above the head of the king was the following inscription,
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which may be translated, “Sennacherib, the mighty king, king of the
country of Assyria, sitting on the throne of judgment, before (or at the
entrance of) the city of Lachish (Lakhisha). I give permission for its
slaughter.”

Here, therefore, was the actual picture of the taking of Lachish, the city,
as we know from the Bible, besieged by Sennacherib, when he sent his gen-
crals to demand tribute of Hezekiah, and which he had captured before
their return ;|| evidence of the most remarkable character to confirm the in-
terpretation of the inscriptions, and to identify the king who caused them
to be engraved with the Sennacherib of Scripture. This highly interesting

* It has heen suggested to me that it may have heen a case in which to place the
bow ; but the bow and arrows are contained in the quiver suspended to the side of
the chariot

t For detailed drawings, see 2nd scries of the Monuments of Nineveh, Plates 20.
to 24 1 Xenophon, Cyrop. lvii. ¢. 3.  Quintus Curtius, liii. c. 8.

§ Botta’s Monumens de Ninive, Plate 146.

II 2 Kings, xviii. 14. Isaiah xxxvi 2. From 2 Kings, xix. 8., and Isaiah, xxxvii
8, we may infer that the city soon yielded.
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and the smallest scarcely big enough to fill the diminutive cup reserved
for the solitary stranger. Several noble falcons, in their gay hoods and
tresses, were perched here and there on their stands. The Howar seated
himself by my side, and the head men of his tribe, who had assembled on
the occasion, formed a wide oircle in front of us ; Saleh, his brother, stand-
ing without, and receiving the commands of the Sheikh.

Coffee was, of course, the first businese. It was highly spiced, as drank
by the Bedouins. The Howar, after some general conversation, spoke of
‘the politics of the Tai, and their differences with the Turkish government.
The same ruinous system which has turned some of the richest districts
of Asia into a desert, and has driven every Arab clan into open rebellion
against the Sultan, had been pursued towards himself and his tribe. He
was its acknowledged hereditary chief, and enjoyed all the influence such
a position can confer. For years he had collected and paid the appointed
tribute to the Turkish authorities. Fresh claims had, however, been put
forward : the governors of Arbil, in whose district the Tai pastured their
flocks, were to be bribed ; the Pashas of Baghdad required presents, and tire
tribute itself was gradually increased. At length the Howar could no lon-
.ger satisfy the growing demands upon him. One of the same family was
soon found who promised to be more yielding to the insatiable avarice of
the Osmanlis, and, in consideration of a handsome bribe, Faras, his cousin,
was named Sheikh of the tribe. The new chief had his own followers,
the support of the government gave him a certain apthority, and the Tai
were now divided into two parties. The Pasha of Baghdad and the gov-
emor of Arbil profited by their dissensions, received bribes from both, and
from others who aimed at the sheikhship, and the country had rapidly been
reduced to a state of anarchy. The Arabs, having no one responsible chief,
took, of course, to plundering. The villages on the Mosul side of the Zab,
as well as in the populous district of Arbil, were laid waste. The Kurds,
who came down into the plains during the winter, were encouraged to fol-
low the example of the Tai, and, from the rapaciousness and misconduct
of one or two officers of the Turkish government, evils had ensued whose
consequences will be felt for years, and which will end in adding another
rich district to the desert. Such is the history of almost every tribe in
Turkey, and such the causes of the desolation that has spread over her
finest provinces. '

The Tai, now reduced to two comparatively small branches, one under
the Howar, the other residing in the desert of Nisibin, watered by the east-
ern branch of the Khabour of Kurdistan, is a remnant of one of the most
ancient and renowned tribes of Arabia. The Howar himself traces his
descent from Hatem, a Sheikh of the tribe who lived in the seventh cen-
tury, and who, as the impersonation of all the virtues of Bedouin life, is the
theme to this day of the Arab muse. His hospitality, his generosity, his
courage, and his skill as & horseman were alike unequalled, and there is »o
name more honored amongst the wild inhabitants of the desert than that
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cular band of bronze, 2 feet 4 inches in diameter, studded with nails. It
appears to have been the metal casing of a wheel.orofmeohjmaf
wood.

Such, with an alabaster jar,* and a few other objects in metal, were th
relics found in the newly-opened room. After the examination I had made
of the building during my former excavations, this accidental discovery
proves that other treasures may still exist in the mound of Nimroud, and
increases my regret that means were not at my command to remove the
rubbish from the centre of the other chambers in the palace. :

* After my departure from Assyria, a similar alsbaster jar was disoovered n an
adjoining chamber. Colonel Rawlinson states that the remains of preserves weére '
found in it, and hence conjectures that the room in which the bronze objects de-
scribed in this chapter were found, was a kitchen. There is nothing, however, to
show that this was the case, even if the contents of the jar are such as Colonel Raw-
linson supposes them to be. It is much more probable, that it was & repository fix
the royal arms and sacrificial vessels.
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cied a similarity betweer the name of Gaugamela and that of the modern
village of Karamless. The battlefield was probably in the neighbourhood
of Tell Aswad, or between it and the junction of the Ghazir with the Zab,
on the direct line of march to the fords of that river. We had undoubted-
ly crossed the very spot during our ride to Bavian. 'The whole of the
country between the Makloub range and the Tigris is equally well suited
to the operations of mighty armies, but from the scanty topographical de-
tails given by the historians of Alexander we are unable to identify the
exact place of his victory. It is curious that hitherto no remains or relics
have been turned up by the plough which would serve to mark the pre-
cise site of so great a battle as that of Arbela.

The principal rock-tablet at Bavian contains four figures, sculptured in
relief upon the smoothed face of a limestone cliff; rising perpendicularly
from the bed of the torrent. They are inclosed by a kind of frame 28 feet
high by 30 feet wide, and are protected by an overhanging comice from the
water which trickles down the face of the precipice. Two deities, facing
each other, are represented, as they frequently are on monuments and rel-
ics of the same period, standing on mythic animals resembling dogs. They
wear the high square head-dress, with horns uniting in front, peculiar to
the human-headed bulls of the later Assyrian palaces. One holds in the
left hand a kind of staff surmounted by the sacred tree. To the centre of
this staff is attached a ring encircling a figure, probably that of the king.
The other hand is stretched forth towards the opposite god, who carries a
similar staff, and grasps in the right hand an object which is too much in-
jured to be accurately described.* These two figures may represent but
one and the same great tutelary deity of the Assyrians, as the two kingw
who stand in act of adoration before them are undoubtedly but one and the
same king. The monarch, thus doubly portrayed, is behind the god. He

" raises one hand, and holds in the other the sacred mace, ending in a ball.
His dress resembles that of the builder of the Kouyunjik palace, Sennache-
rib, with whom the inscriptions I shall presently describe, identify him.
The peak projecting from the conical royal tiara is longer and more pointed
than usual. The ornaments of the costumes of the four figures are rich
and elaborate. The sword-scabbards end in lions, and the earrings are pe-
culiarly elegant in design. Resting on the cornice above the sculptures,
and facing the ravine, are the remains of two crouching sphinxes, proba-
bly similar in form to those at the grand entrance to the south-west palace
of Nimroud.t Behind them is a narrow recess or platform in the rock.

This bas-relief has suffered greatly from the effects of the atmosphere,
and in many parts the details can no longer be distinguished. But they
have been still more injured by those who occupied the country after the
fall of the Assyrian empire. Strangers, having no reverence for the records
or sacred monuments of thosc who went before them, excavated in the

* See Monuments of Nineveh, 2nd series, Plate 61. for an illustration of these
rock-sculptures. t Nineveh and its Remains, vol. i. p. 349,
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persons, and & raft of skins, bearing a man fishing, and two others seated
before a pot or caldron. Along the banks, and appareatly washed by the
stream, was & wall with equidistant towers and battlements. On another
part of the same river were men ferrying horses across the river in boats,
whilst others were swimming over on inflated skins. The water swarmed .
with fish and crabs. Gardens and orchards, with various kinds of trees,
appeared to be watered by canals similar to those which once spread fer-
tility over the plains of Babylonia, and of which the choked-up beds still
remain. A man, suspended by a ‘rope, was being lowered into the water.
Upon the corner of a slab almost destroyed, was a hanging garden, sqpport-
ed upon columns, whose capitals were not unlike those of the Corinthian
order. This representation of ornamental gardens was highly curious, ~ Jt
is much to be regretted that the bas-reliefs had sustained too much injury
to be restored or removed. . g
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black. Each animal bore the well-known mark of the tribe branded on
his side. The Arabs, who drove them, were mounted on dromedaries car-
rying the capacious rowwsis, or buckets made of bullock skins, in which
water is brought to the encampment for domestic purposes.

A Bedouin warrior, armed with his long tufted spear, and urging his
fleet deloul, occasionally passed rapidly by us leading his high-bred mare
to water, followed by her colt gambolling unrestrained over the greensward.
In the throng we met Sahiman, the elder brother of Suttum. He was rid-
ing on a bay horse, whose fame had spread far and wide amongst the tribes,
and whose exploits were a constant theme of praise and wonder with
the Shammar. He was of the race of Obeyan Sherakh, a breed now al-
most extinct, and perhaps more highly prized than any other of the Desert.
He had established his fame when but two years old. Ferhan, with the
principal warriors of the Khurusseh,* had crossed the Euphrates to plun-
der the Aneyza. They were met by a superior force, and were completely
defeated. The best mares of the tribe fell into the hands of the enemy,
and the bay colt alone, although followed by the fleetest horses of the
Aneyza, distanced his pursuers.t Such noble qualities, united with the
purest blood, rendered him worthy to be looked upon as the public property
of the Shammar, and no sum of money would induce his owner to past
with him. With a celebrated bay horse belonging to the Hamoud, a
branch of the same tribe, he was set apart to propagate the race of the
finest horses in Mesopotamia. In size he was small, but large in bone and
of excellent proportions. On all sides I heard extraordinary instances of
his powers of endurance and speed.

Near the encampment of the Boraij was a group of mounds resembling
in every respect those I have already described. The Bedouins call them
Abou-Khaima. Are these singular ruins those of towns or of temples?
Their similarity of form,—a centre mound divided into a series of terraces,
ascended by an inclined way or steps, and surrounded by equilateral walls,
—would lead to the conjecture that they were fire temples, or vast altars,
destined for Astral worship. It will be seen hereafter that the well-known
ruin of the Birs Nimroud, on or near the site of ancient Babylon, is very

* Five sects or subdivisions of the great tribe of Shammar, renowned for their brav-
ery and virtues, and supposed to be descended from the same stock, are so called.
Their hereditary chief is Ferhan. To belong to the Khurusseh is an honorable dis-
tinction amongst the Shammar. The five septs are the Boraij, the Fedagha, the
Alayian, the Ghishm, and the Hathba ; of this last, and of the family of Ahl-Moham-
med, was the celcbrated Bedouin chief Sofuk. The other clans forming the tribe of
Shammar are the Abde, Agsaiyah (divided into As-Subhi and Al-Aslam), Thabet, Ha-
moud, Theghavgheh, Ghatha, Dhirayrie, Ghufayla, and Azumail. All these tribes
are again divided into numerous scpts. The Assaiyah have nearly all crossed the
Euphrates, owing to a blood feud with the rest of the Shammar, and have united
with the Aneyza. The Raffidi, however, a large section of the Aneyza, have left
their kindred, and are now incorporated with the Shammar.

t It is an error to suppose that the Bedouins never ride horses; for several rea-
sons, however, they seldom do so.

Liaw

.
L}

X

|
]

L9

T LI R EEBY.

A4
LN





































































Cuar. XIIL] ARAB MODE OF GRINDING CORN. 245

or prepared wheat, in the Arab way : if there were not strangers enough
to consume the whole, the rest was given to the workmen or to the needy,
as it is considered derogatory to the character of a truly hospitable and gen-
erous man to keep meat until the following day, or to serve it up a second
time when cold. Even the poorest Bedouin who kills a sheep, invites all
his friends and neighbours to the repast, and if there be still any remnants,
distributes them amongst the poor and the hungry, although he should
himself want on the morrow.

‘We brought provision of flour with us, and the Jebours had a little wheat
raised on the banks of the river. The wandering Arabs have no other
means of grinding their corn than by handmills, which they carry with them
wherever they go. They are always worked by the women, for it is con-
sidered unworthy of a man to engage in any domestic occupation. These
handmills are simply two circular flat stones, generally about eighteen inches
in diameter, the upper turning loosely upon a wooden pivot, and moved
quickly round by a wooden handle. The grain is poured through the hole
of the pivot, and the flour is collected in a cloth spread under the mill. It
is then mixed with water, kneaded in a wooden bowl, and pressed by the
band into round balls ready for baking. During these processes, the women
are usually seated on the bare ground : hence, in Isaiah,* is the daughter
of Babylon told to sit in the dust and on the ground, and * to take the mill-
stones to grind meal.”

The tribes who are always moving from place to place bake their bread
on a slightly convex iron plate, called a sadj, moderately heated over a low
fire of brushwood or camels’ dung. The lumps of dough are rolled, on a
wooden platter, into thin cakes, a foot or more in diameter, and laid by
means of the roller upon the iron. They are baked in a very short time,
and should be eaten hot.t The Kurds, yhose flour is far whiter and more
carefully prepared than that of the Arabs, roll the dough into large cakes,
scarcely thicker than a sheet of paper. When carefully baked by the same
Pprocess, it becomes crisp and exceedingly agreeable to the taste. The Arab
tribes, that remain for many days in one place, make rude ovens by dig-
ging a hole about three feet deep, shaping it like a reversed funnel, and
plastering it with mud. They heat it by burning brushwood within, and
then stick the lumps of dough, pressed into small cakes about half an inch
thick, to the sides with the hand. The bread is ready in two or three min-
utes. When horsemen go on an expedition, they either carry with them
the thin bread first described, or a bag of flour, which, when they come to

* xlvii. 1, 2.

t See woodcut at the head of this chapter. Such was probably the process of
making bread mentioned in 2 Sam. xiii. 8, 9. *“So Tamar went to her brother Am-
non’s house ; and he was laid down. And she took flour and kneaded it, and made
cakes in his sight, and did bake the cakes. And she took a pan and poured them out
before him.” It will be observed that the bread was made at once, without leaven ;
sach also was probably the bread that Abraham commanded Sarah to make for the
three angels. (Gen. xviii. 68.)
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father or of his tribe, if his own name be ascertained, lest there should be
Thar between them. Even children are taught to observe this custom,
that they may not fall victims to the blood revenge. Hence the extreme
suspicion with which a Bedouin regards a stranger in the open country, or
in a tent, and his caution in disclosing anything relating to the movements,
or dwelling-place, of his friecnds. In most encampments are found refugees,
sometimes whole families, who have left their tribe on account of a hom-
icide for which they are amenable. In case, after a murder, persons with-
in the * Thar” take to flight, three days and four hours are by immemorial
custom allowed to the fugitives before they can be pursued. Frequently
they never return to their friends, but remain with those who give them
protection, and become incorporated into the tribe by which they are adopt-
ed. Thus there are families of the Harb, Aneyza, Dhofyr, and other great
clans, who for this cause have joined the Shammar, and are now considered
part of them. Frequently the homicide himself will wander from tent to tent
over the Desert, or even rove through the towns and villages on its borders.
with a chain round his neck and in rags, begging contributions from the
charitable to enable him to pay the apportioned blood-moncy. 1 have fre-
quently met such unfortunate persons who have spent years in collecting
a small sum. I will not weary the reader with an account of the various
rules observed in carrying out this law, where persons are killed in private
dissensions, or slain in the act of stealing, in war, or in the ghazou. In
each case the cadi determines, acoording to the ancient custom of the tribe,
the proper compensation. Py

Mijwell now took Suttum’s place in the caravan, and directed the order
of our march. Four miles from Nahab we passed a large mound called
Thenenir, at the foot of which is a spring much venerated by the Arabs.
Around it the Jebours had sown a little wheat. Near this ruin an an-
cient stone dam divides the Khabour into scveral branches: it is called
the * Saba Sckour,” or the seven rocks.

Leaving the caravan to pursue the direct road, I struck across the coun-
try to the hill of Koukab, accompanied by Mohammed Emin and Mijwell.
This remarkable cone, rising in the midst of the plain, had been visible
from our furthest point on the Khabour. Some of the Arabs declared it
to be an artificial mound ; others said, that it was a mountain of stones.
Mohammed Emin would tell me of a subterranean lake beneath it, in a
cavern large enough to afford refuge to any number of men. As we drew
nearer, the plain was covered with angular fragments of black basalt, and
crossed by veins, or dykes, of the same volcanic rock. Mohammed Enin
led us first to the mouth of a cave in a rocky ravine not far from the foot
of the hill. It was so choked with stones that we could scarcely squeeze
ourselves through the opening, but it became wider, and led to a descend-
ing passage, the bottom of which was lost in the gloom. We advanced
cautiously, but not without setting in motion an avalanche of loose stones,
which, increasing as it rolled onwards, by its loud noise disturbed swarms
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by her pride and haughtiness. Mijwell rather looked upon his brother
with pity, as a henpecked husband. He himself, although already mar-
ried to one wife, and betrothed to Maizi, whom he would soon be able to
claim, was projecting a third marriage. His heart had been stolen by an
unseen damsel, whose beauties and virtues had been the theme of some
wandering Arab rhymers, and she was of the Fedhan Aneyza, the mortal
enemies of the Shammar. Her father was the Sheikh of the tribe, and his
tents were on the other side of the Euphrates. The difficulties and dan-
gers of the courtship served only to excite still more the ardent mind of
the Bedouin. His romantic imagination had pictured a perfection of love-
liness ; his whole thoughts were now occupied in devising the means of
possessing this treasure.* He had already apprised the girl of his love by
a trusty messenger, one of her own tribe, living with the Shammar. His
confidant had extolled the graces, prowess, and wealth of the young Sheikh,
with all the eloquence of a Bedouin poet, and had elicited a favorable re-
. ply. More than one interchange of sentiments had, by such means, since
»passed between them. The damsel had, at last, promised him her hand,
if he could claim her in her own tent. Mijwell had now planned a scheme
which he was eager to put into execution. Waiting until the Fedhan
m so encamped that he could approach them without being previously
ie would mount his deloul, and leading his best mare, ride to the tent
of the girl's father. Meat would, of course, be laid before him, and hav-
ing eatenlhe would be the guest, and under the protection of the Sheikh.
On the following morning he would present his mare, describing her race
. and qualities, to his host, and ask his daughter; offering, at the same time,
- $o add any other gift that might be thought worthy of her. The father, who
probably not be ignorant of what had passed between the lovers,
at onge eonsent to the union, and give back the mare to his future
sonin-law. The marriage would shortly afterwards be solemnised, and an
alliance would thus be formed between the two tribes. Such was Mijwell's
plan, and it was one not unfrequently adopted by Bedouins under similar
circumstances.

A Bedouin will never ask money or value in kind for his daughter, as
fathers do amongst the sedentary tribes and in towns, where girls are lit-
erally sold to their husbands, but he will consult her wishes, and she may,
as she thinks fit, accept or reject a suitor, so long as he be not her cousin.
Presents are frequently made by the lover to the damsel herself before mar-
riage, but rarely to the parents. Although the Bedouin chiefs have some-
times taken wives from the towns on the borders of the Desert, such as Mo-
sul, Baghdad, or Aleppo, it is very rare to find townspeople, or Arabs of the
cultivating tribes, married to Bedouin women. I have, however, known
instances.

The laws of Dakheel, another very remarkable branch of Bedouin legis-

# Burckhardt remarks that “ Bedouins are, perhaps, the only people of the East
that can be entitled true lovers.” (Notes on Bedouins, p. 155.)
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gle, and the flames soon spread far and wide. Long after wo had left the
marsh we could hear the crackling of the burning reeds, and until night-
fall the sky was darkened by thick volumes of smoke.

During our journey an Arab joined us, riding on a deloul, with his wife.
His two children were crammed into & pair of saddle bags, a black head

ier side. He had quarrelled with his kinemen, and was
smily and little property to another tribe.
m’ ride we found ourselves upon the margin of a small
wrface reflected the deep blue of the cloudless sky. To
+ & line of low undulating hills, and to the east the fur-
of the Sinjar. On all other sides was the Desert, in
sheet of water lay like a mirage. In the midst of the
ala, joined to the mainland by a narrow causeway, and
island. On the former were the ruins of a town, whose
iowers were doubled in the clear waters. It would be
3 a scene more calm, more fair, or more unlooked for in
derness. It was like fairy-land.
of Khatouniyah was, until recently, inhabited by a tribe
, arising out of the rival pretensions of two chiefs, sprang
The factions fought, many persons were killed, and
sequently deserted, one party joining the Tai Arabs ncar
' the Yezidis of Keraniyah. We traced the remains of
10 dry water-courses, which once irrigated plots of rice
] The lake may be about six miles in circumference.
From its abundant supply of water, and its central position between the
Sinjar and the Khabour, Khatouniyah must at one time have been a place
of some importance.

The few remains that exist do not belong to an earlicr period than the
Arab. The small town occupies the whole of the peninsula, and is sur-
rounded by a wall, rising from the water's edge, With a gate opening on
the narrow causeway. The houses were of sto ¥, and the rooms vaulted.
In the deserted streets were still standing the ruins of a small bazar, a
mosque, and a bath.

The water of the lake, although brackish, like nearly all the springs in
this part of the Desert, is not only drinkable, but, according to the Bedou-
ins, exceedingly wholesome for man and beast. It abounds in fish, some
of which are said to be of very considerable size. As we approached, the
Bairakdar, seeing something struggling in a shallow, rode to it, and cap-
tured a kind of barbel, weighing above twenty pounds. Water-fowl and
waders, of various kinds, congregate on the shores. The stately crane and
the graceful egret, with its snow-white plumage and feathery crest, stand
lazily on its margin ; and thousands of ducks and teal eddy on its surface
round the unwieldy pelican.

Our tents were pitched on the very water's edge. At sunset a few
clouds which lingered in the western sky were touched with the golden
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of the banquet-bearers. They wore a short tunis and an emabroidered brexlit,
and to this was attached that ornament of fur, or eolored fringe, poculliame
to the costumes of the warriors of the later Assyrian period.®
It is probable that the sculptures forming the upper end: of the pamagpe,
but now entirely destroyed, represented the king receiviag this double pare»-
cession. The passage may have led to the
ber, where royal feasts were sometimes hel
with appropriate sabjects. At its western o
to the north, its walls being there built of »
farther traces of it, as the workmen were ux
the tunnel beneath an accumulated mass of
foet thiok. I did not, consequently, ascertaii
however, nearly reached the edge of the mou
left for a chamber of any size beyond, this |
flight of steps, or on an incline leading from
of private entrance or postern into the pdu‘
As the workmen could no longer, without
part of the ruins, they had returned to the
ocontaining a series of bas-reliefs representis
large city in the mountains, and as opening i
walls were depictured the various processes:
moving their colossal figures.t From this ¢
a narrow passage,} whose sculptured panels
It led into a great hall, which the workmen
continued for a few feet along its western s
a doorway, discovered a chamber, from whic
line of wall, they entered a spacious apart
with bas-reliefs, representing one continuous
was seen fording a broad river amidst wooc
had endeavored to convey the idea of a val
mountains on one side of the stream. Rivul
river, irrigating in their course vineyards ai
chariot was followed by a long retinue of 1
richly caparisoned, by led horses with even
bearing on their shoulders his second chariot,
with bosses and carvings. He was preceded
coutred spearmen and the bowmen forming &
* Specimens of the led horses, and of the figures bearing locusts, are now in ™™

British Museum. The slabs in this passage had been so much injured by fire,
. only a few of them could be removed. See Plates 7, 8, and 9. of the 2nd series ’d

Monuments of Nineveh for the entire series. + No. XLVIII. Planl
$ No. XLII same plan; 72 feet long,and 11 broad. ¢ No. XIX. same plan.
§ Nos. XXIX. and XXXVIIL same plan. The reader will understand the way S

which the excavations were here carried on by referring to the Plan. It willhep/
ceived that there is an uninterrupted line of wall, along which the tunnel was um"’
from No. XLIIL to No. XXXVIII., through entrances b, g, and f.
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After this invoocation occurs the name of the founder of the north-west
palace, read by Dr. Hincks, Assaracbal, and by Colonel Rawlinson, Sardan-
apalus, with a long exordium, apparently of a religious nature, which has
not yet been satisfactorily deciphered. Then follows a full account of his
various campaigns and wars, of which I will give extracts when I desoribe
similar inscriptions on other monuments discovered in the same building.

The lion entrance led into & chamber 46 ft. by 19 ft. Its walls of sam-
dried brick were coated with plaster, on which the remains of figures and
ornaments in color could still be faintly traced.# Nearly opposite to the g -
trance was & doorwayt panelled with slabs soulptured with winged figumes
carrying maces. Flanking it on the four sides were priests wearing garlands.

The inner door led into & chamber 47 ft. by 31 ft.,} ending in & reqess
paved with one enormous alabaster slab, no less than 21 ft. by 16 R. 7 inl,
and 1 ft. 1 in. thick. This monolith had been broken into several pisoces
probably by the falling in of the roof of the building, and had in seversd- -
places been reduced to lime by the burning beams of the ceiling. The
whole of its sarface, as well as the side facing the chamber, was ocoupied -
by one inscription, 326 lines in length, divided into two parallel horisontal
columns, and carved with the greatest sharpness and care. On su
ly raising the detached pieces, I found that the back of the slab, resting em -
a solid mass of sun-dried bricks, was also covered with cuneiform writing,
ocoupying three columns. It is difficult to understand why so much labor
should have been apparently thrown away upon an inscription which would
remain unseen until the edifice itself was utterly destroyed. Still more
curious is the fact, that whilst this inscription contains all the historical de-
tails of that on the opposite side, the records of two or three more years are
added, and that the upper inscription stops abruptly in the middle of a sen-
tence. It is possible that the builders of the temple, foreseeing its ruin, had
determined that if their enemies should through malice deface their annals.
there should still remain another record, inaccessible and unknown, which
would preserve the history of their greatness and glory unto all time.

The inscription on this great monolith appears to have been similar in
its historical details to that on the king in the frame. I shall quote some
specimens, translated by Dr. Hincks, to show the minuteness with which
the Assyrian kings chronicled every event of their reign, and the conse-
quent value of their historical records. It is to be remarked that, although
these inscriptions are in the form of annals, the years are not mentioned.
The king generally sets out on his campaigns in one particular month.
the name of which is given; probably il#le autumu, when the heats of
summer were over. In the beginning of¥tis reign he collected his army.
and made his first expedition into the country of Nummi, or Nimi, proba-
bly Elam or Susiana, subsequently, as we shall find, called Numaki or
Nuvaki. He took many cities, towns, and districts, whose names have
not been identified. He slew their women, their slaves, and their chil-

* B. ch. a. Plan 3. t Ent. 3. B. same Plan. 1 B. ch. b. same Plan.



























cm_ x_ﬂ] VARIOUS FIGURES. 313

ing to a wooden figure, or to the top of a staff, as there are holes for the
nails by which it was fastened.

The two interesting buildings just described, the only undoubted remains
of temples hitherto found at Nimroud, complete the discoveries at the north-
ern extremity of the mound. They enable us, as will hereafter be seen,
to restore part of the group of edifices raised on the grand platform in this
quarter of Nineveh.






































































































































































































CHAP. xx] DESCRIPTION OF THE BAS-RELIEFS. 381
great hall ; the largest colossi, those in front, being above 18 feet high, and
the smallest, those leading into the inner chamber, about 12.% It would be
difficult to conceive any interior architectural arrangement more imposing
than this triple group of gigantic forms as seen in perspective by those who
stood in the centre of the hall, dimly lighted from above, and harmoniously
colored or overlaid, like the cherubims in the temple of Solomon, with gold.
The inner centre portal led inta the chamber containing the sculptured
records of Sennacherib’s memorable campaign against Lachish, already de-
scribed.t Of the apartments on each side of it,} the walls of that to the
right had almost entirely disappeared, and that to the left had not been
explored before my departure.
At the upper or southern ends of the two parallel chambers just described

were entrances opening into a room 82 feet by 24, whose walls were
of the same unsculptured limestone.§ From it a portal, formed by winged
lions in the same material, led into an apartment 76 feet by 26, standing
on the edge of the mound, and consequently one of the last on this side of
the palace.l Only six slabs, neither of them entire, remained against its
walls ; the rest had been purposely destroyed, and the fragments used for
the foundations of a building raised over the Assyrian ruins. These slabs,
like the sphinxes, T were of a limestone abounding in fossils, probably  the
polished stone, full of shells,” noficed by Xenophon in the plinth of the
walls of Mespila.** It is harder and more difficult to work than the usual
alabaster or gypsum, yet it admits of high finish. The six slabs, still
standing, were covered from top to bottom with small figures, most clabo-
rately carved, and designed with great spirit. Although bearing a general
resemblance to the bas-reliefs of Kouyunjik, there was sufficient in the
style of art and in the details to show that they were not of exactly the
same period. Fortunately, several epigraphs still remained over the prin-
cipal groups, and enable us to determine to what monarch the sculptures
belong, and to identify the events and incidents they portray.
 The three slabs to the right of the Winged lions on entering were occu:
pied by a highly curious representation of 5 baile, The subject was in-
complete, and could 11(?t be restored. The Assyrians, having besieged and
captured some great city. appeared to be Pursuing the ﬂ\'illf;' encm-y- On
the first remaining slab was part of & Mound, on which 5 castle was probs
bly built. Down the side of the artificial elevation ran the defeated w8
riors, no longer attempting defence, but BiVing themge]yes np to desp

One was plucking out his beard, a common aet; amongt oa}s]tems to
note grief ; some tenring their hair, and othery t“'ling‘.mund to a8
guarter from their merciless pursuers. On h, ides of 1he mousd

» trances [ and A, No. XXIX.

t gz.es;x‘;g’(;.e:ame Plan; see p. 126. t No,.gx"xg.'n xNxx‘:I; :;:me }v)'

§ No. XXX. same Plan. "‘Qmm‘n: - XXXV s

& This limestone, being full of shells and “‘;hs n.ll g pd’“ 4
p[easjng appearance. L , when
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its flight, fall with it to the ground. The sportsman should, however, be
at hand to release the falcon immediately, or it will soon fall a victim to
its temerity. It is usually flown at the crane, the middle bustard (houba-
ra), geese, and francolins. There is a variety called the Bahree, found on
the borders of the Persian Gulf, which can be taught to catch geeee, ducks.
and all manner of waterfowl ; but it is difficult to keep and train.

The next in value is the Balaban, which can be trained to strike its
quarry either in the air or on the ground. It is found in the neighbour-
hood of Baghdad and in other parts of Mesopotamia ; is caught and train-
ed when full grown, and is flown at gazelles, hares, cranes, bustards, par-
tridges, and francolins.

The Baz and Shah Baz (? Astur palumbarius, the goshawk, and the
Falco lanarius) is remarkable for the beauty of its speckled plumage and
for its size. It strikes in the air and on the ground, and, if well trained,
may take cranes and other large game. The Balaban and Baz, when used
by the Persians for hunting hares, are sometimes dressed in a kind of
leather breeches ; otherwise, as they seize their prey with one talon, and
a shrub or some other object with the other, they might have their limbs
torn asander.

The Chark (? Falco cervialis), the usual falcon of the Bedouins, always
strikes its quarry on the ground, except the eagle, which it may be trained
to fly at in the air. It is chiefly used for gazelles and bustards, but will
also take hares and other game.

The bird usually hawked by the Arabs is the middle-sized bustard, or
houbara. It is almost always captured on the ground, and defends itself
vigorously with wings and beak against its assailant, which is oftcn disa-
bled in the encounter. The falcon is generally trained to this quarry with
a fowl. The method pursued is very simple. It is first taught to take its
raw meat from a man, or from the ground, the distance being daily in-
creased by the falconer. When the habit is acquired, the flesh is tied to
the back of a fowl; the falcon will at once seize its usual food, and re-
ceives also the liver of the fowl, which is immediately killed. A bustard
is then, if possible, captured alive, and used in the same way. In a few
days the training is complete, and the hawk may be flown at any large
bird on the ground.

The falconry, however, in which Easterns take most delight, is that of
the gazelle. For this very noble and exciting sport, the falcon and grey-
hound must be trained to hunt together by a process unfortunately some-
what cruel. In the first place, the bird is taught to eat its daily ration of
raw meat fastened on the stuffed head of a gazelle. The next step is to
accustom it to look for its food between the horns of a tame gazelle. The
distance between the animal and the faleoner is daily increased, until the
hawk will seek its meat when about half a mile off. A greyhound is now
loosed upon the gazelle, the falcon being flown at the same time. When
the animal is seized, which of course soon takes place, its throat is cat, and
the hawk is fed with a part of its flesh. After thus sacrificing three ga-
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I have introduced these remarks on falconry, founded on personal expe-
rience, as this noble science is probably of the greatest antiquity, and is still
the favorite pursuit of the Eastern warrior.#

Before leaving the camp I obtained letters to the pnnclpnl chiefs of the
southern tribes from the Pasha as well as from Wadi, the Sheikh of the
Zobeide, and other influential Sheikhs. The town of Hillah was about
eighteen miles from the Turkish tents further down the Euphrates. We
were obliged to take the longest road by the eastern bank of the river, as
the Arabs infested the country to the west. Between Musseiyib and the
ruins of Babylon the country abounds in dry canals and ancient mounds.
A few villages, surrounded by palm groves, stand on the banks of the Eu-
phrates and on the channels, which still carry the waters of the river into
the heart of Mesopotamia. After riding about four hours we perceived a
huge hill to the south. As we drew nearer, its flat table-like top and per-
pendicular sides, rising abruptly from an alluvial plain, showed that it was
the work of man, and not a natural elevation. At length we could plainly
distinguish around it great embankments, the remains of walls and canals.
Gradually, as the caravan slowly advanced, the ruin assumed a definite
shape. It was the mound of Babel, better known to travellers as the Mu-
jelibé, a name not now given to it by the Arab inhabitants of the surround-
ing country.

This is the first great ruin scen on approaching ancient Babylon from
the north. Beyond it long lines of palms hem in the Euphrates, which
now winds through the midst of the ancient city. To the vast mound of
Babel succeed long undulating heaps of earth, bricks, and pottery. A sol-
itary mass of brickwork, rising from the summit of the largest mound, marks
the remains known to the Arabs as the “ Mujelibé,” or the “ overturned.”t

Other shapeless heaps of rubbish cover for many an acre the face of the
land. The lofty banks of ancient canals fret the country like natural
ridges of hills. Some have long been choked with sand ; others still carry
the waters of the river to distant villages and palm groves. On all sides,
fragments of glass, marble, pottery, and inscribed brick are mingled with
that peculiar nitrous and blanched soil, which, bred from the remains of
ancient habitations, checks or destroys vegetation. and renders the site of
Babylon a naked and hideous waste. Owls start from the scanty thickets,
and the foul jackall skulks through the furrows. Truly * the glory of king-
doms and the beauty of the Chaldees’ excellency is as when God over-
threw Sodom and Gomorrah. Wild beasts of the desert lie there; and
their houses are full of doleful creatures ; and owls dwell there, and satyrs
dance there. And the wild beasts of the ‘island cry in their desolate
houses, and dragons in their pleasant palaces,” for her day has come.}

* A falconer bearing a hawk on his wrist appeared to be represented in a bas-re-
lief which I saw at Khorsabad on my last visit to those ruins.

+ This is the Kasr of Rich and subsequent travellers.

$ Isaiah, xiii. 19-22., and compare Jeremiah, 1. 39. : ‘“ therefore the wild beasts ot
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On the western and southern sides of the mound were also discovered, at
the very base, remains of solid masonry. The bricks bore the usual super-
scription of Nebuchadnezzar, and were firmly cemented together with fine
white mortar. Itis thus evident that a vast edifice once stood either on the
level of the plain, or raised upon emormous piers and buttresses of brick-
work, and that the tombs, and any traces of building that may exist on or
near the present surface of the mound, are of a more recent peried. 1 will
not attempt to decide whether Babel be the remains of a great palace of
Nebuchadnezzar, of the celebrated hanging gardens, or of a temple. The
Jews, in the time of Benjamin of Tudela, appear to have believed it to be
the ruins of the palace, and near it was pointed out the site of the burning
fiery furnace in which Chananiah, Mishael, and Asariah (Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abed-nego) were thrown by the command of the king. * The ruin
is not without its Mohammedan tradition. Within it are suspended by the
heels, until the day of judgment, the two fallen angels, Harat and Marut,
and the Arabs relate endless tales of the evil spirits which haunt the place.

The only remains of building not covered by soil and sand, but still stand-
ing above ground, on the site of Babylon, and part of the ancient city, are
about one mile to the south of the mound last described. It is the Kasr,
or Palace, of Rich, a name by which it is now generally known to travel-
lers, but the Arabs call it the Mujelibé, or the ** overturned.” It rises on
the river bank, and is about seven hundred yards square. The principal
part of this great ruin consists of loose bricks, tiles, and fragments of stone ;
but nearly in the centre a solid mass of masonry, still entire, and even re-
taining traces of architectural ornament, protrudes from the confused heap
of rubbish.# Piers, buttresses, and pilasters may be traced ; but the work
of destruction has been too complete to allow us to determine whether they
belong to the interior or exterior of a palace. I sought in vain for some
clue to the general plan of the edifice. The bricks are of a pale yellow
color, and are not exceeded in quality by any found in the ruins of Baby-
lonia. They are as firmly bound together by a fine line cement, as those
at the Birs Nimroud, and cannot be separated entire. Upon nearly every
brick is clearly and deeply stamped the name and titles of Nebuchadnezzar,
and the inscribed face is always placed downwards. This wonderful piece
of masonry is so perfect, and so fresh in color, that it seems but the work
of yesterday, although it is undoubtedly part of a building which stood in
the midst of old Babylon.

This ruin has for ages been the mine from which the builders of citics
rising after the fall of Babylon have obtained their materials. To this day
there are men who have no other trade than that of gathering bricks from
this vast heap and taking them for sale to the neighbouring towns and vil-
lages. and even to Baghdad. There is scarcely a house in Hillah which is
not almost entirely built with them ; and as the traveller passes through

* Sec woodcut at the head of this chapter, taken from Mr. Rich’s collected Mem-
oirs by the permission of Mrs. Rich.
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known to the Arabs, and the source of various traditions. It is said to.
have stood in the hanging gardens of Babylon, and to have been saved by
God from the general destruction which overwhelmed the impious city,
that Ali might tie his horse to its trunk after the defeat of the enemies of
the Prophet in the great battle of Hillah. No other tree of the same kind
exists, according to the same tradition, in the whole world. It is, howev-
er, I believe, a species of tamarisk, whose long feathery branches tremble
in the breeze with a melancholy murmur well suited to the desolate heap
over which it may have waved for a thousand years.

It was a hopeless task to excavate in a shapeless heap of rubbish of such
vast extent, which had already been explored in every direction. With
the exception of the solitary pile of masonry rising in the centre, the ruin
consisted of little else than of shattered brickwork. I continued, however,
a few of the tunnels already opened, but the falling rubbish, which had
more than once overwhelmed the seekers after bricks, soon compelled me
to desist. The only relic of any interest I was fortunate emough to dis-
- eover was a fragment of limestone, on which were parts of two figures, un-
doubtedly those of gods. The name of one deity is added in Babylonian
characters to its sculptured image. It is probably only a small portion of
a slab or frieze containing a series of similar figures ; but I was unable,
after a careful and prolonged search, to find any other pieces. The frag-
ment, however, is interesting, as showing that the Babylonians portrayed
their divinities in the same manner as the Assyrians. They wear the same
high head-dress ornamented with
feathers and rosettes, the long
curled hair and beard, and the
embroidered garments, and they
hold the same staff’ with a ring
as the gods in the rock sculptures
of Bavian.

With the exception of a few
rudely engraved gems and enam-
elled bricks, this was the only rel-
ic I obtained from the Mujelibé.

Excavations were carried on
for some days in the smaller.
mounds scattered over the plain
between Babel and the ruin last
described, but without any re-
sults, except the discovery of the
remains of brick masonry, of a
few earthen vases, and of some
fragments of glass.

The last ruin I examined was

a mound of great extent, sometimes called by the Arabs Jumjuma, from a
YE
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Chaldeean language, written in characters wholly unknown, and, I believe,
never before seen in Europe. The letters appear to be an admixture of the
Syriac and Palmyrine,* and in some instances resemble the ancient Phee-
nician. The subjects of these inscriptions are amulets or charms against
evil spirits, diseases and every kind of misfortune. They must have been
written long prior to any existing manuscripts of the ancient Hebrew and
Chald=an languages that we now know of, there being nodivisions between
the words (except in one instance, No. 5., where the forms of the letters
would seem to indicate a later date), nor arc there any vowel points.” But
the most remarkable circumstance connected with these inscriptions is, that
the characters used on the bowl marked No. 1. answer precisely to the de-
saription given of the most ancient Hebrew letters in the Babylonian Tal-
mud, which contains an account of the nature and origin of the letters used
by the Jews. Iu the tract Sanhedrin we are told that the Jews called
their characters Assyrian, n"OR, and that they were brought with them
from Assyria. Abraham de Balmis in his Hebrew grammar states, that
the characters called Assyrian were composed of straight lines : his words
are, MR VLY NXRXM MNINIRD AW R ; the Latin version of this
in the same grammar is, ‘Quta est recta tn suts literts et extvit nobiscum
ez Assyria.’ The orthography of these inscriptions is very defective, and
sometimes pure Hebrew sentences are found mixed with the Chaldee, espe-
cially in No. 5. ; and the words * Halleluiah’ and * Selah’ occur in nearly
every one of them. All this tends to confirm the opinion that the writers
were Jews ; for it is well known that the early Christians were utterly
ignorant of Hebrew, nor is there any pro8f that it was cultivated at Baby-
lon ; on the contrary, it was at Babylon that the Hebrew ceased to be a
epoken language, the Jews being compelled, by their lengthened captivity,
to adopt the Chaldean, whilst at the same time they were corrupted by
the idolatry and superstitions of the Babylonians. The Chaldeans were
formerly famous for divination, astrology, and witchcraft, and there is no
doubt but that the Jews were not only led away by these practices, but
brought them with them into their own country ; for we find that the Jew-
ish captives taken to Rome by Titus Vespasian, immediately after the de-
struction of Jerusalem, were acquainted with astrology, casting nativities.
and magic. We are told this by Juvenal, the Roman satirist.t It is wor-
thy of remark, that although the Roman ladies consulted all sorts of as-
trologers and soothsayers, such as the Armenians, JEws, and those of
Comagena, the Chaldeans were considered the most proficient in the art.
Thus Juvenal, in describing a lady who had consulted cunning men about
her nativity, * Chaldeis sed major erit fiducia : quicquid dizerit astro-

* See the inscriptions discovered in the ruins of Palmyra, published in the « Phil-
osophical Transactions,” vol. xlviii. part 2.: their dates are from a. . 49 to 258, and
will be found on comparison to resemble very closely the characters used on the bowl
No. 1.

+ See Sat. iii. v. 13, et s¢g., Sat. vi. vv. 541—546.
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be seen that the superscriptions have been impressed upon them by a stamp,
on which the whole inscription was cut in relief. Each character was not
made singly, as on the Assyrian bricks, and this is the distinction between
them. The Babylonian inscribed bricks long excited the curiosity of the
learned, and gave rise to a variety of ingenious speculations as to their use
and meaning. By some they were believed to be public documents ; others
saw in the writing dedications to the gods, or registers of gifts to temples.
The question has now been entirely set at rest by the discovery made by
Dr. Hincks, that almost every brick hitherto obtained from the ruins of
Babylon bears the same inscription, with the exception of one or two un- -
important words, and that they record the building of the city by Nebu-
chadnezzar the son of Nabubaluchun (?).

As many as eight lines in close writing, and sometimes letters in a cur-
sive character, allied to the Pheenician and other Semetic alphabets, are
stamped on a few of these bricks: but such specimens are very rare, and
the inscriptions upon them have not yet, as far as I am aware, been satis-
factorily deciphered. On some bricks are rude figures of animals.

A fow inscribed tablets of stone and baked clay, figures in bronze and
terracotta, metal objects of various kinds, and engraved cylinders and gems,
have been almost the only undoubted Babylonian antiquities hitherto
brought to Europe. Such rclics are preserved in many cabinets. The
small original collection in the British Museum belonged partly to Sir Rob-
ert Ker Porter, and partly to Mr. Rich.

It may not be out of place to add a few remarks upon the history of
Babylon. The time of the foundation of this celebrated city is still a ques-
tion which does not admit of a satisfactory determination, and into which I
will not enter. Some believe it to have taken place at a comparatively
recent date; but if, as Egyptian scholars assert, the name of Babylon is
found on monuments of the eighteenth Egyptian dynasty, we have positive
evidence of its existence at least in the fifteenth century before Christ.*
After the rise of the Assyrian empire. it appears to have been at one time
under the direct rule of the kings of Nineveh, and at another to have beer:
governed by its own independent chiefs. Expeditions against Babylonia
are recorded in the earliest inscriptions yet discovered in Assyria ; and, as it
has been seen, even in the time of Sennacherib and his immediate prede-
cessors, large armies were still frequently sent against its rebellious inhab-
itants. The Babylonian kingdom was, however, almost absorbed in that
of Assyria, the dominant power of the East. When this great empire be-
gan to decline, Babylon rose for the last time. Media and Persia were
equally ready to throw off the Assyrian yoke, and at length the allied ar-
mies of Cyaxares and the father of Nebuchadnezzar captured and destroyed
the capital of the Eastern world.

Babylon now rapidly succeeded to that proud position so long held by

# Mr. Birch has found more than one notice of Babylon on Egyptian monuments of
the time of Thothmes III.
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haps even from Ceylon ; cotton, spices, frankincense, precious stones, ivory,
ebony, silks, and dyes, were amongst the objects of trade brought to her
markets. They could only have been obtained from the, southern coasts
of Arabia, and directly or indirectly from the Indian peninsula. We learn
from the Kouyunjik inscriptions that the people inhabiting the country at
the mouths of the united waters of the Tigris and Euphrates possessed ves-
sels in which, when defeated by the Assyrians, they took refuge on the sea.
The prophet Isaiah also alludes to the ships of the Chaldeans.* Timber
for ship-building could have been floated with ease from the mountains of
Armenia to the very quays of Babylon, or to her ports at the head of the
Persian Gulf. We have seen that Sennacherib sent €own the Tigris the
materials for the construction of the vessels required in the siege of the cities
of southern Chaldea, and that he employed Phenician mariners to build
and navigate them.

But although a coasting trade might have existed along the shores of
the Persian Gulf and of the ocean as far as India, yet a very considerable
trade was also carried on by land with the same country, through Media,
Hyroania, and the centre of Asia. It was by this road that gold and va-
rious precious stones were probably supplied to Babylon and Nineveh.

A race of dogs too, much prized by the Babylonians, was brought from
India. A satrap of Babylon is declared to have devoted the revenues of
four citiest to the support of a number of these animals. On a small ter-
racotta tablet in the British Museum, from Col. Rawlinson’s collection, ob-
tained, I believe, at Baghdad, but probably found in some ancient ruin in
the neighbourhood, is the figure of a man leading a large and powerful
dog, which has been identified with a species still existing in Thibet.}

Tin, cedar-wood, and various articles, were brought from Phenicia and
other parts of Syria, which were in return supplied with the produce of
India and the Persian Gulf, through Babylon.¢
" Whilst the Babylonians thus imported the produce of the East and West,
they also supplied foreign countries with many valuable articles of trade.
Corn, which according to tradition first grew wild in Mesopotamia, and
was there first eaten by man, was cultivated to a great extent, and was
sent to distant provinces. The Babylonian carpets, silks, and woollen fab-
rics, woven or embroidered with figures of mythic animals and with ex-
quisite designs, were mnot less famous for the beauty of their texture and
workmanship, than for the richness and variety of their colors. The much-
prized Sindones, or flowing garments, were the work of the looms of Baby-
lon even long after she had ceased to be a city.||

+ xliii. 14. t Herod. L. i. c. 192.

$ See woodcut at the head of the chapter. § Ezekiel, xxvii. 15.

i Of the early reputation of the looms of Babylon we may form an idea from the
fact of ““ a goodly Babylonish garment” (i. e. garment of Shinar) being mentioned in
the book of Joshua (vii. 21.) amongst the objects buried by Achanin histent. Ina
curious decree of the time of Diocletian, regulating the maximum value of articles
of clothing and food throughout the Roman empire, several objects from Babylon are
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and many a mile, and broken here and there by a dome or a minaret, be-
came gradually less distinct, until it was but a faint black line edging the
horizon. Our course was nearly due east. About six miles from the town
we found ourselveg amidst moving sand-hills, extending far and wide on
all sides. They were just high enough to shut out the view of the sur-
rounding country. The fine sand shifts with every breeze, and the wrinkled
heaps are like the rippled surface of a lake When the furious southerly
wind sweeps over them, it raises a dense suffocating dust, blinding the way-
faring Arab, and leaving himn to perish in the trackless labyrinth.

Thirty years only had elapsed, according to Zaid, since the formation of
these hillocks. The sand issues from the earth like water from springs, and
the Arabs call the sources, of which we passed two or three, ** Aioun-er-rum-
mel” (the sand springs). The banks of ancient canals, still rising among
the moving heaps, showed that the soil had once been under cultivation.
The sand is now fast spreading over the face of the country, and threatens
ere long to overwhelm several small Arab settlements.

After four hours' ride we left the sand-heaps, and again came in sight of
the black belt of palm trees. We found ourselves near the village of Hamza,
whose mud hovels are built round a turbeh or tomb, covered by a white
dome, and shaded by a few slender palms. Afier stopping to drink water,
we proceeded to a small hamlet called Allak, and took up our quarters for
the night in the museef of its Sheikh. The inhabitants were of the tribe
of Sherayfaut, from Mecca. They had been attacked and plundered two
days before our visit by the Maidan Arabs from the other side of the Eu-
phrates. Even the very doors of the huts had been torn from their hinges,
and dragged away. Notwithstanding his poverty the poor Sheikh receiv-
ed us very hospitably. He related to me how from the numerous artificial
mounds in the surrounding plains were frequently taken, after rain had
washed away the soil, earthen jars and -coffins containing ornaments of
gold and silver.

Near Allak is a great artificial watercourse called the Shat-el-Neel,
which, I was assured by the Arabs, was not a continuation of a celebrated
canal of the same name running to the north of Babylon. Tradition says,
that its source was unknown until a shepherd, dropping his pipe into the
Euphrates, found it afterwards in the Neel, whither it had been carried
through the underground passage, by which, it thus appeared, the stream
was derived from the river. A city similarly called, and whose ruins may,
I believe, still be traced, stood on one of the canals, if they be not the same.
It was a Chaldean bishopric in the early ages of Christianity. The canal,
as will hereafter be seen, runs far to the south, into the interior of Mesopo-
tamia.

As we continued our journey during the following day, still keeping in
the Desert, we passed one or two small encampments of the Zobeide tribe.
The Arabs, alarmed at the approach of so large a party, and believing us
to be horsemen on a foray, sallied forth to meet us at some distance from

Ga
























CHaPr. XXIV.] EXCAVATIONS AT NIFFER. 473

be at hand in case of the discovery of treasures. He believed, of course,
that I was searching after gold. Agab knew so many authentic instances
of enormous wealth having been dug up at Niffer, that it was useless to
argue with him upon the subject. He related to me, in the usual express-
ive manner of the Arabs, the following story :—In the time of Hatab, the
uncle of Wadi, Sheikh of the Zobeide, a cameleer of that tribe chanced to
be at Damascus with his camels. As he was walking one day in the ba-
zar, an aged man accosted him. ‘O Sheikh of the Caravan,” said he,
“ I know that thou art from the southern Jezireh, and from the land of the
Zobeide. God be praised for sending thee to me! Now there is in that
country a great mound, that marks the site of an ancient city of the Un-
believers, called Niffer. Go, dig in the dry bed of the Shat-et-Neel, in the
midst of the ruins, and thou wilt find a stone white as milk ; bring it to
meg, and thou shalt have for a reward double the usual hire for thy camels
both there and back.” The cameleer was at a loss to guess how the old
man knew of the stone, but he did as he had been asked, and in the place
described to him he found the white stone, which was just a camel’s bur-
den. He took it to Damascus, and gave it to the Sheikh, who first paid
him his just reward, and then broke the stone into pieces before him. It
was, of course, full of gold, and the philosopher had learnt where it was to
be found in the books of the Infidels.

Being thus compelled to remain at the Souk, I fitted up my tent and
cabins as well as I was able. The weather was intensely cold, and it was
the middle of the rainy season. By the help of mats we were able to keep
out the water to a certain extent. The excavations were carried on until
the 3rd of February, and I will describe at once their general results.

Niffer, as I have already observed, consists rather of a collection of
mounds of unequal height, and irregular form, than of one compact plat-
form, like the principal ruins of Assyria. They may be divided into four
distinct groups, each surrounded, and separated from the others, by deep
ravines, which have the appearance of ancient streets. The high cone at
the north-east corner is probably the remains of a square tower constructed
entirely of large sun-dried bricks. It is called by the Arabs the Bint-el-
Ameer, “ the daughter of the prince.” I could not ascertain the origin of
the name, which must be connected with some ancicent tradition. The
Afaij say that within it is still preserved a ship of gold filled with the same
precious metal. Beneath the cone masonry of sun-dried and kiln-burnt
bricks protrudes from the sides of the ravines. The bricks are generally
emaller in dimensions than those from Babylon, and long and narrow in
shape.” Many of them are stamped with inscriptions in the Babylonian
character, containing the name of a king and of the city.*

* Col. Rawlinson (Outlines of Assyrian History, p. 16.) reads the name of the city
Tel Anu, and endeavors to identify it with the Telani (TeAdwvn) of Stephen of Byzan-
tium, the native place, according to that geographer, of the Assyrian kings before the
building of Nineveh.
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and partly around, the ancient ruins; the mound itself having been used
as a necropolis. Hence the coffins, urns, and human remaius found so near
the surface, whilst beneath these remains are the foundations and walls
of buildings. As the coffins fromm Wurka are precisely of the same nature
as those from Niffer, there is every reason to believe that they belong to
the same period. Not having examined those ruins, I am unable to state
whether the cemetery is above any ancient edifices, or whether the whole
mound, as it has been asserted,* consists from top to bottom of nothing clse
but piled-up coffins.

In one part of the mound, in a kind of recess or small chamber of brick
masonry, was discovered a heap of pottery of a yellow color, very thin and
fragile, much resembling that still made at Baghdad to hold water in
hot weather. Many vases and cups were still entire. With them were
fragments of glass bottles, jars, and other vesgels ; and several highly glazed
or enamelled dishes. These relics appeared to be of the same period as the
sarcophagi. A large number of coarse jars or urns, some nearly six feet
high, were dug out of various parts of the mound. They contained bones
of men and animals, and their mouths had been carefully closed by a tile
or brick plastered with bitumen.

Although many deep trenches were opened in the ruins, and in the con-
ical mound at the north-east corner, no other remains or relics were discov-
ered. With the exception of a few massive foundations, and the bricks
bearing a cuneiform superscription, I much doubt whether anything found
at Niffer was of the true Babylonian period. The Arabs have a story that
a great black stone exists somewhere in the ruins. 1 had onee conjectured
that it might be the identical obelick gaid to have been brought by Semi-
ramis from Armenia to Babylon.t After I had searched in vain for it, I
was assured that it was near some mounds several miles to the east of
Niffer. 1 sent a party of workmen to the spot, but with no better success.
On the whole, I am much inclined to question whether extensive excava-
tions carried on at Nifler would produce any very important or interesting
results.

In the Afaij bazar I was able to purchase a few relics from the Arabs;
they consisted chiefly of cylinders and engraved gems, which I shall here-
after describe. But even such remains were far more scarce than I had
anticipated. A ram in baked clay, with three holes for holding colors or

* Col. Rawlinson has stated (Outlines of Assyrian History, p. xvi.) that, « at Wurka,
are probably to be sought the tombs of the old Assyrian kings, which were an objeet
of curiosity to Alexander.” I cannot agree with this suggestion, nor, indeed, with
his identification of Wurka with the Ur of the Chaldees, from whence Abraham went
into Palestine, an identification it secms to me opposed to all biblical and historie
testimony, and founded upon a mere tradition, of which there are a thousand similar
current in the country. It has been suggested that Niffer and Wurka may have been
at some period the public burial-places of Babylon. This may have been the case
with regard to Wurka, but it must always be borne in mind that the coffins are found
above ruins. t Nineveh and its Remains, vol. ii. p. 174. note.
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idence in the East, the navigation of the Tigris had been completely inter-
rupted, and all vessels belonging to the Turkish government and its sub-
jects had been stopped or plundered, so that the communication between
Busrah and Baghdad had entirely ceased, a British merchant was able to
bring up his own boats laden with valuable cargoes through the midst
of crowds of armed men who lined the banks. For these Arabs knew
that in their dealings with Englishmen, they had been treated with just-
ioe and kindness, and that the black-mail they levied, however contrary to
our treaties with the Porte, when once agreed to, had always been hon-
estly paid. ]

This respect for the British name is mainly to be attributed to the ad-
mirable conduct and management of Captain Jones during the time he has
commanded the steamer on the Tigris. He has succeeded, during his in-
tercourse with the Arabs, in removing the evil consequences of several high-
ly imprudent and ill-advised acts committed by those who were employed
some years ago in the navigation of the river.

These Arabs are of the Sheeah sect of Mussulmans, and belong to the
great tribes of Rubbiyah and Ahl Maidan. Each tribe has innumerable
subdivisions, with distinct names and separate and independent Sheikhs.
They live in mat huts and in small black tents. Their chief wealth con-
sists in vast herds of buffalos, and they are, on the whole, notwithstanding
the wretched appearance of their dwellings and the scanty clothing of both
men and women, richer than most Arab tribes. This is to be attributed
to their having hitherto been able, in their almost inaccessible retreats, to
defy the Turkish authorities.

Their buffalos supply them with large quantitics of butter and milk ; the
former is exported, and is a considerable article of trade. These hideous
animals appear to thrive in the marshy lands, and some districts actually
swarm with them. They are generally inoffensive and easily managed.
“Sometimes, however, a male will suddenly leave the herd, and from some
cause go mad, attacking every one within its reach. It is then very dan-
gerous, and a strong party of armed men sally forth to destroy it. The
Arabs say that the animal is irritated by the smell of soap, and that it will
even run at persons who have recently washed their clothes.

These tribes have also flocks of sheep and goats, but the animals are
small, and their wool thin, and generally too coarse to form an article of
commerce. They raise very little corn and barley; rice of an inferior
quality forms their principal food.

The marshes and the jungles near the rivers are the retreats of many
kind of wild animals. Lions abound. I have seen them frequently, and
during the excavations at Niffer we found fresh traces of their footsteps al-
most daily amongst the ruins. The Maidan Arabs boast of capturing them
in the following manner, and trustworthy persons have assured me that
they have seen the feat performed. A man having bound his right arm
with strips of tamarisk, and holding in his hand a strong piece of the same
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hospitality, which are rigidly adhered to. To say of a Maidan * that he
has sold bread,” is to offer him the greatest of insults. To part with a
loaf for money is accounted an act bringing disgrace not only upon the per-
petrator, but upon his whole family. I found this peculiar custom exceed-
ingly inconvenient during my residence amongst the Afaij. Sheikh Agab
insisted upon giving daily to my large party their supplies of bread ; and
it was impossible to obtain it in any other manner. Even its sale in the
public market was forbidden. I was, at length, compelled to send to a
considerable distance for flour, and then to employ my own workmen in
baking it. The same scruples do not exist with regard to other articles of
food. They are sold in the bazar, as in all Eastern towns.

Every encampment and collection of huts, however small, belonging to
the Afaij and other Arabs of the Jezireh, has a museef, or guest-house. It
is generally kept up by the Sheikh of the community, and is the resort of
the men of the tribe, who meet in it during the day to discuss public affairs,
or to pass their time in listening to storytellers and gossip-mongers. Here
the traveller is hospitably entertained, and is supplied with food for himself
and his horse without any return whatever being expected. It would, in-
deed, be considered an insult to offer payment to the owner of the museef.
Even in their intercourse with Europeans these Arabs have not yet learned
to receive money from travellers ; and although a cloak, a silk dress, a pair
of boots, or any present of this kind is readily accepted by the entertainer,
it is rather looked upon as a mark of honor and favor conferred upon him,
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than as an acknowledgment for his hospitality. In encampments of com-
paratively wealthy tribes, almost every person of any substance has his
museef always open for the reception of strangers, and even in the Souk of
the Afaij, a coffee-house, or place of public entertainment, is unknown. A
stranger, according to custom, may remain three days as a guest without
being asked any questions. After that time, unless invited to continue, he
must leave the museef, but he can take up his abode in another for the
same period, and thus stop in the encampment until he has visited all those
who receive guests. On arriving, the traveller is immediately offered cof-
fee, and during his stay he receives two meals a-day; a breakfast in the
morning about ten o’clock, and dinner soon after sunset. All those who
happen to be in the museef are invited to eat at the same time. At night
he is generally supplied with a carpet or mat to eleep upon, and sometimes
with a coverlet. The museefs of the great chiefs are usually crowded with
guests and strangers.

In the souk or bazar, of the Afaij tribe, were exposed for sale a few com-
mon Manchester prints—those world-wide evidences of the extent of Brit-
ish trade—English stufls (printed and dyed at Baghdad, called tangebs),
keffiehs, Damascus silks, striped abas, dates, rice, cofee, spices, powder and
arms, the usual stores of an Eastern market. A few Christian jewellers
fashion gold and silver ornaments for the women, and an occasional pedlar
from Hillah or Baghdad excites the admiration of the Arabs by the display
of a stock of coarse knives, and common European hardware.

The dampness of the soil upon which my tent was pitched, and the un-
wholesome air of the surrounding marshes, brought on a severe attack of
pleurisy and fever. I was soon unable to move from my bed, and was re-
duced at length to a state of extreme weakness. Fortunately it occurred
to me to use a blistering fluid given to me for an injured horse, or I should
probably not again have left the Afaij swamps. Notwithstanding the se-
verity of the remedy it gave me immediate relief, and when Hormuza join-
ed me on the 28th of January, I resolved to make an attempt, without fur-
ther delay, to reach Baghdad, where I could obtain medical aid. To add
to our misfortunes, the rain fell in unceasing torrents for four days, and of
course soon made its way through our tents. The waters of the marsh be-
gan to rise perceptibly, and the Afaij were preparing to abandon their mat
huts, and to seek, in their light tiradas, a safer retreat.

Some days elapsed, however, before I could rise from my carpet. The
state of affairs was daily getting worse. Abde Pasha had been sudden-
ly deprived of his government by the Porte on account of the failure of
his expedition against the Kazail Arabs, and his fall had increased the
general anarchy. It was only by joining a large party of horsemen on their
way to the seat of war in the south that Hormuzd had been able to reach
Niffer. I found that it was quite impossible to penetrate further into Mes-
opotamia, and that by remaining much longer amongst the Afaij we ran
the risk of heing cut off from Baghdad altogether. I determined, there-



the substructure of a temple or altar, like the Birs Nimroud, and other
similar mounds. Those who were with me could find no fragments of in-
scribed bricks or pottery in their hasty search.

We saw no human habitation until long after nightfall, when we reached
the small Arab hamlet of Bashayi. It was surrounded, for defence,ﬁy a
low mud wall, and some time was spent in a parley and explanation
before the timid inhabitants would open their gates to so large a com-
pany of strangers. I could hardly remain in my saddle until their fears
were set at rest, and we were admitted within the inclosure. At length
T tottered into a wretched hovel, thick with smoke, and sank down ex-
‘hausted, after a ride of fourteen hours and a fortnight’s complete abstinence

from food.
My poor Jebour workmen being on foot had been unable to keep up with

the caravan during our forced march. They did not reach the village un-
il daybreak, and then in a very sorry plight, for they were stripped to the
skin. They had approached, in search of water, the tents of some Arabs,
and falling in with a plundering party had been robbed of every thing and
left naked in the Desert.

Next morning I had scarcely strength to mount my horse. Hormuzd
turned off to Hillah to put a stop to the excavations at Babylon. With
the caravan I made another forced march in the beaten track to Baghdad,

and reached the khan of Iskanderiyah.
We were now within a few hours of the end of our journey, and leaving
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the servants and baggage to follow at leisure, I quitted the khan with the
Bairakdar before dawn to canter into Baghdad. As the sun rose from the
sea-like plain, the great ruin of Ctesiphon appeared above the eastern ho-
rizon. The remains of this famous palace of the Persian kings have often
been described : a vaulted hall, exceeding 150 feet in depth and about 106
feet high, forms the centre of the building. It is completely open at one
end to the air, but on both sides of it are wings, divided into several floors,
each containing dwelling apartments. Such is the plan of most modern
Persian houses, in which a great Iwan, or open chamber for summer resi-
dence, is flanked by sleeping and other rooms, forming separate stories to the
height of the centre hall. The exterior of the palace of Ctesiphon is orna-
mented with pilasters, cornices, and arches of brickwork, now fast falling
to decay, but probably once covered with fine plaster, or partly cased with
stone. The architecture is peculiar to the time of the Parthian and Sas-
sanian dynasties, being a mixture of Western and Eastern forms and dec-
orations, resulting from the long connection between the Persian and Ro-
man empires. Byzantine architects were probably employed in the erec-
tion of many of the great edifices founded by the Arsaces and Chosroes ;
and in the style of the ornaments and of the sculptured figures occasional-
ly found on buildings of those periods, as at Al Hadhr and in various parts
of southern Persia, may be traced the corrupt taste and feeble outline of
the artists of Constantinople.

This ruin, with. a few mounds and heaps of rubbish scattered around it,
is all that now remains of the capital of the Parthian empire. On the
opposite bank of the Tigris long lines of earthen ramparts, forming a

.quadrangle and inclosing the usual signs of former habitations, mark
the site of the city built by Seleucus after the last fall of Babylon.

The victorious Arabs, under Saad, the general of the Caliph Omar, pil-
laged Ctesiphon after they had overthrown the Persian armies in the de-
cisive battle of Cadesia, in the sixteenth year of the Hegira. They found
in the palace the throme, the crown, and the standard of the Persian kings,
together with a carpet which covered the floor of the great hall, and was
of such extraordinary beauty and value that it excited the wonder of the
conquerors, and was considered amongst the most precious spoil taken from
their enemies.*

* Gibbon, in the 51st chapter of his Decline and Fall, has, with his usual elo-
quence, described the capture and plunder of Ctesiphon. He thus mentions the cel-
ebrated carpet alluded to in the text :—* One of the apartments of the palace was
decorated with a carpet of silk, sixty cubits in length, and as many in breadth. A
paradise or garden was depictured on the ground: the flowers, fruits, and shrubs
were imitated by the figures of the gold embroidery and the colors of the precious
stones ; and the ample square was encircled by a variegated and verdant border.
The Arabian general persuaded the soldiers to relinquish their claim, in the reason-
able hope that the eyes of the caliph would be delighted with the splendid workman-
ship of native industry. Regardless of the merit of art and the pomp of royalty, the
rigid Omar divided the prize among his brethren of Medina. The picture was de-
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undertaken either by myself, or by some other traveller, with better pros-
pects of success.

The Shammar Bedouins were now moving northwards towards their
spring and summer pastures. I had been in continual communication with
the sons of Rishwan. Suttum, whose wife’s imperious temper still kept
him apart from his family, had encamped during the winter with another
branch of the tribe in the neighbourhood of Tekrit. It was suspected that
he had been privy to more than one successful attack on the Turkish post,
and on certain treasure convoys belonging to the government. His tents
and those of his friends had been wantonly fired upon by a party of Turkish
soldiers floating down the river on a raft, and it was only natural that he
should take his revenge. The roads between Baghdad and Mosul were
completely closed by bands of Bedouins, who plundered every caravan that
came within their reach. Sahiman and Mijwell had accompanied their
father to the plains of southern Babylonia. The latter had been severely
wounded in some affray. Although the Shammar had laid waste the vil-
lages and plundered the sedentary tribes belonging to the pashalic of Bagh-
dad, the government was not sufficiently strong to send troops against them.
The Pasha, indeed, was glad enough to get rid of these troublesome visitors,
and to assist them in their return to the north, by sending them boats to
cross the marshes and great canals. Had these natural barriers been de-
fended by a few armed men, the Bedouins would have been caught in a
trap, and must have shortly yielded to the Turkish authorities, for they
could neither retreat nor advance.

As Sahiman was journeying northwards with the rest of his tribe, I
thought this a good opportunity of following under his protection the direct
track to Mosul through the Desert and along the western bank of the Ti-
gris. He at once consented to escort me, only stipulating that I should ob-
tain permission from the Pasha for his camels and flocks to pass through
the suburbs of Baghdad, instead of following the longer and more difficult.
road through the marshes, like those of the rest of the tribe. The request
was granted, and a guarantee was given to me by the governor and the
commander in chief of the troops, that my Bedouin friend, with his family
and property, should cross the city in safety. They had no sooner, how-
ever, entered the gates, than they were fallen upon by the inhabitants of
the quarter, aided by a body of irregular troops and Agayls. Abandoning
nearly eight hundred camels, Sahiman and his brother Arabs fled into the
Desert.

Warmly supported by Capt. Kemball, I remonstrated indignantly against
this act of treachery. The Turkish authorities declared that it was an ac-
cident beyond their control, and at length adopted means to recover the
stolen camels. It was, however, with some difficulty, that I was able to
find Sahiman, and then to induce him to return to Baghdad. Eventually
the greater part of his property was restored to him. It is thus that the
Bedouins are encouraged in continual enmity to the Porte, and that their



passed the ruins of a large caravanserai, called Tarmiyah. After a ride
of nine hours we found ourselves in the midst of the palm trees of a village
called Summaichah, formerly a town of some importance, and still watered
by the Dujail, a wide and deep canal of the time of the Caliphs, derived
from the Tigris. The inhabitants seeing horsemen in the distance armed
themselves hastily, anticipating an attack. They met us at some distance
from their dwellings, firing their guns, brandishing their naked scimitars,
and shouting their war-cry. Finding that we were travellers and friends
they escorted us to the house of their Sheikh, Hashem, who immediately
slew a sheep, and made other hospitable preparations for our entertainment.
This chief, although now ruling over a stationary tribe who till the soil, is
of Shammar descent, and is married to a Bedouin lady. As his wife, how-
ever, will not condescend to live within four walls, he is obliged to compro-
mise matters by passing one half of the year under her tent, and the other
in his hovel amongst his own people. As we expected to fall in with her
tribe during our journey northwards, he entrusted me with a bundle of em-
broidered cloaks and colored kerchiefs as presents to her and her kin. His
museef was crowded with Bedouins, for amongst the Arabs the hospitality
of Hashem had become a proverb. Summaichah, too, being on the edge
of the Desert, is convenient for hearing news from the town, and as a place
of meeting before or after plundering expeditions, although a Turkish mu-
dir, with a garrison of a dozen half-starved Albanians, resides within the
walls of its ruined serai.
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The plain on all sides is intersected by the remains of innumerable ca-
nals and watercourses, derived from the Tigris and the Dujail. Their lofty
banks narrow the view, and it was only as we passed over them, after quit-
ting Summaichah, that we saw the distant palm groves of the large vil-
lage of Belled. Scouts had been stationed on the higher mounds, far and
near, to give notice to the inhabitants of the approach of Bedouins, that
the flocks might be driven within the walls. They had quickly spread
the alarm when they saw us drawing near, and a body of armed men ap-
peared in the distance ready to meet the supposed robbers. We left them
and their village to the right, and passed through the ruins of an Arab town
of the time of the Caliphs. Beyond it we crossed the Dujail, by a falling
bridge of four large arches, with a small arch between each. The beauty
of the masonry, the ornamental inscriptions, and rich tracery of this ruin,
showed that it was of the best period of Arab architecture.¥

To the north of the Dujail we wound through a perfect maze of ancient
canals now dry. It required the practised eye of the Bedouin to follow the
sand-covered track. About eight miles beyond the bridge the embank-
ments suddenly ceased. A high rampart of earth then stretched as far as
the eye could see, to the right and to the left. At certain distances were
mounds, forming square inclosures, like ruined outworks. A few hundred
yards in advance was a second rampart, much lower and narrower than
the first. We had reached what some believe to be the famous Median
wall, one of the many wonders of Babylonia, built by the Babylonians from
river to river across Mesopotamia, to guard their wealthy city and thickly-
peopled provinces against invasion from the north. Captain Jones, how-
ever, who has examined these remains with more care and for a greater
distance than any other traveller, or than I could do during a hasty jour-
ney, is of opinion that they are not those of a wall of defence, but merely
of an embankment, stretching for miles inland, and originally raised to pro-
tect the lower country from inundations, and to regulate its irrigation. I
confess that my own impression, even after this explanation, was in favor
of the rampart. At any rate, if this be not the Median wall, no traces of
which have been as yet found in any other part of Mesopotamia, it appear-
ed to me to be a regular line of fortification. It is called by the Arabs, at
the place we crossed it, Farriyah ; elsewhere, the Sidr al Nimroud, or the
rampart of Nimrod.

To the north of it there are no canals or watercourses except the Dujail,
which was derived from the Tigris a little above it, and passes through
the mounds ; an additional proof, it appears to me, that the remains are
those of a wall, and not of an embankment agsinst floods. Beyond the
Median wall we entered upon undulating gravelly downs, furrowed by
deep ravines, and occasionally rising into low hills. With the rich allu-
vial soil of Babylonia, we had left the boundaries of the ancient province.

* It is called, I believe, the bridge of Harba, and was built by the caliph Montasser
Billah.
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tomed watch. I was awoke in the middle of the night by an unusual
noise close to my tent. I immediately gave the alarm, but it was too late.
Two of our horses had been stolen, and in the darkness we could not pur-
suo the thieves. Sahiman broke out in reproaches of himself as the cause
of our mishap, and wandered about until dawn in search of some clue to
the authors of the theft. At length he tracked them, declared unhesita-
tingly that they were of the Shammar, pointed out, from marks almost im-
perceptible to any eye but to that of a Bedouin, that they were four in
number, had left their delouls at some distance from our tents, and had
already journeyed far before they had been drawn by our fires to the en-
campment. These indications were enough. He swore an oath that he
would follow and bring back our stolen horses wherever they might be, for
it was a shame upon him and his tribe that, whilst under his protection in
the Desert, we had lost any thing belonging to us. And he religiously kept
his oath. When we parted at the end of our journey, he began at once to
trace the animals. After six weeks' search, during which he went as far
as Ana on the Euphrates, where one had been sold to an Arab of the town,
he brought them to Mosul. I was away at the time, but he left them with
Mr. Rassam, and returned to the Desert without asking a reward for per-
forming an act of duty imperative on a Bedouin. Such instances of hon-
esty and good faith are not uncommon amongst the wandering Arabs, as I
ean bear witness from personal experience.

Mr. Rassam frequently sent Suttum across the Desert with as much as
five or six hundred pounds in money, and always with the most complete
confidence. His only reward was an occasional silk dress, or one or two
camel loads of corn for his family, the whole of the value of a few shillings.*
Of late years the wool of the Bedouin sheep has been in considerable de-
mand in the European markets, and a large trade in this article has al-
ready been opened with the Shammar. Money is generally advanced some
months before the sheep are sheared, to enable the Arabs to buy their win-
ter stock of provisions. Mr. Rassam has thus paid beforehand several thou-
sand pounds without any written or other guarantee whatever. The tribes
leave the neighbourhood of the town, and are not again heard of until their
long strings of camels are seen bringing the promised wool. I remember
a Bedouin coming all the way alone from the neighbourhood of Baghdad
to pay Mr. Rassam a trifling sum, I think between three and four shillings,
the balance of a wool account between them.

A youth of the great tribe of the Aneyza having quarrelled with his par-
ents, ran away and came to Mosul, when he entered as a student in a
college. He became a Mullah, and had almost forgotten his early friends,
when the tribe, driven by a famine from the Syrian desert, crossed the
Buphrates, and encamped near the town to buy corn. Ibn Gayshish,
their Sheikh, hearing by chance that the fugitive was still alive, and now

* I have lately learnt, to my great grief, that poor Suttum has been killed in some
affray with the Aneyza.



scribed cylinder in baked clay,* and a copper cup, a few vases in common
pottery, and some beads, which had been taken from tombs similar to those
before opened on the mound. .

We encamped in the jungle to the north of the ruins, and were visited
by fifteen men of the Albou Mohammed, who frankly confessed that they
were thieves, out on their vocation. As the tribe does not bear a very good
character for honesty, and as it might have struck our guests that they had
no need of going further to fulfil the object of their journey, we violated
the duties of hospitality, and put some of them in irons for the night, as a
guarantee for the good conduct of the rest.

I ordered the Jebours to leave Kalah Sherghat, and to return with us to
Mosul. We now travelled through a country which I have before de-
scribed.t Abd'rubbou with his Jebours were encamped in the rich pas-
tures of Jernaf. He came out with his horsemen to meet us. We eat
bread in his tent, stopped for the night near the bitumen springs of the Ki-
yarah, and gallopped the following day into Mosul.

Mr. Bell, who had been sent to Assyria by the Trustees of the British
Museum to succeed Mr. Cooper as artist to the expedition, had arrived in
the town two days before. I rode with him without delay to Kouyunjik,

* Of the same size and form as that containing the records of Essarhaddon, given
by me to the British Museum. It has been only partly restored, and the inscription,
which appears to be historical, has not yet been deciphered.

t Nineveh and its Remains, vol. ii. ch. xii.
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to examine the excavations made during my absence. I will now describe
the sculptures uncovered whilst I was at Baghdad and after my return to
Mosul, previous to my departure for England.

To the north of the great centre hall* four new chambers had been dis-
covered. The firstt was 96 feet by 23. On its walls were represented the
return of an Assyrian army from war, with their spoil of captives and cat-
tle. The prisoners were distinguished by a cap turned back at the top.
not unlike the Phrygian bonnet reversed, short tunics, and a broad belt.
The women had long curls falling over their shoulders, and were clothed
in fringed robes. The fighting-men of the conquered tribe wore a simple
fillet round their short hair ; a tunic, falling in front to the knee, and be-
hind, to the calf of the leg; a wavy girdle, and a cross-belt round their
breasts, ending in two large tassels. At their backs they carried a quiver
topped by a circular ornament. The captives bore small squares, which,

from their apparent weight, were

probably meant to represent ingots

of gold, or some other metal. Their

beasts of burden were laden with

the same objects. A kneeling cam-

el, receiving its load, was designed

with considerable truth and spirit.

The legs bent under, the tail raised.

the foot of the man on the neck of

the animal to keep it from rising,

whilst a second adjusts the burden

Loading a Camel (Kouyunjik). from behind, form a group seen ev-

ery day in the Desert and in an Eastern town. The camel saddle, too,
nearly resembled that still used by the Arabs. The women rode on mules,

U

Captives resting (Kouyun)k).

and in carts drawn by these animals and sometimes by men. Asses and
waggons bore caldrons and sacks, probably containing corn. One bas-re-
lief represented captives resting ; two unharnessed mules stood eating their
barley in front of the loaded cart; a woman seated on a stone held her
child upon her knees, whilst her husband drank water from a cup.

This chamber opened at one end into a small room,} 23 feet by 13. On

* No. XIX. Planl + No. XLIII same Plan.
t No. XLIV same Plan. ’
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resemblance to the sculptures of the son of Essarhaddon, described in a pre-
vious chapter.t It may, therefore, be inferred that the conquest of the same
nation was celebrated in both, and that on these walls we have recorded
the successful wars of Sennacherib in the country of Susiana or Elam.§
This chamber, like the one parallel to it, led at one end into a small
room 17 feet square.§ On its walls, the campaign recorded in the adjoin-
ing chamber had been continued. The bas-reliefs still preserved repre-
sented the king in his chariot receiving the captives ; musicians playing on
harps-before him ; mountains and forests, and a castle whose name, written

— -t @ el %
has not been identified or deciphered.||
These rooms completed the discoveries on the southern side of the palace.
On the northern side of the same edifice, and on the river-face of the plat-

form, one wall of a third great hall had been uncovered ; the other walls
had not been excavated at the time of my departure from Mosul. From

* No. XLVI PlanI t See Chapter 20.

‘'t See Plates 33 and 34. of the 2nd series of the Monuments of Nineveh for draw-
ings of several of the bas-reliefs in the two chambers ¢ No. XLVIl. Planl

I These bas-reliefs were amongst those which had not been drawn at the time
of my departure. I am not aware whether Mr. Hodder, the artist chosen by the
Trustees of the British Museum as the successor of Mr. Bell, has since made copies
of them.
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On the same side of the hall was represented the conquest of a second
nation, whose men were clothed in long garments, and whose women wore
turbans, with veils falling to their feet. The Assyrians had plundered
their temples, and were seen carrying away their idols. “ Of a truth,
Lord, the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations and their coun-
tries, and have cast their gods into the fire; for they were no gods, but
the work of men’s hands, wood and stone ; therefore they have destroyed
them.”* Unfortunately the bas-reliefs were so much injured that the na-
ture of these images could not be satisfactorily ascertained. The figures
appeared to be beardless, with the exception of one, which is that of a man
raising his right arm, and bearing a mace.t

The three entrances led into one chamber 86 feet by 24.34 On its cal-
cined walls were only the faint traces of bas-reliefs. I could distinguish a
line of chariots in a ravine between mountains, warriors throwing logs on
a great burning pile of wood, castles on the tops of hills, Assyrians carrying
away spoil, amongst which was a royal umbrella, and the king on his
throne receiving his army on their return from battle with the captives and
booty. The walls of a small room¢ opening into the northern end of this
chamber had almost entirely disappeared. The fragments found in the
rubbish showed that they had also been covered with sculpture.

Opposite to and corresponding with the three entrances from the hall
were three other doorways leading into a parallel chamber of somewhat
smaller dimensions.|| Parts of four slabs were the only sculptures suffi-
ciently well preserved to be drawn : they represented the siege of a great
city, whose many-towered walls were defended by slingers, archers, and
spearmen. The king himself in his chariot was present at the attack.
Around him were his warriors and his led-horses.

Three more chambers were discovered in this part of the building.
They were on the very edge of the river-face of the mound. The walls
of the outer roomY had been almost entirely destroyed. An entrance,
formed by colossal winged figures, led from it into a second chamber,
about 24 feet square, in which the sculpturcs were still partly preserved.
Amongst the bas-relicfs was another battle in a marsh. The Assyrian
warriors were scen fighting in boats, and bringing their captives to the
shore, one of the vessels being towed by a man swimming on an inflated
skin.** Sennacherib himself, in his chariot, in the midst of a grove of
palm-trees, received the prisoners, and the heads of the slain. Above him
was the following short epigraph, commencing with his name and title,
which [ have omitted, as they were written in the usual form.}t

* [saiah, xxxvii. 18, 19.
t Plate 30. of the 2d series of the Monuments of Nineveh.

$t No. LXV. Plan I § No. LXVI. same Plan, 26 feet by 19.
i No. LXVII same Plan. Its length was about 82 feet, and its breadth 16.
9 No. LXXI. same Plan. ** No. LXX. same Plan.

tt See Plate 28. of the Monuments of Ninevceh, 2d series.












Ff&gmvm of stamped Pottery Marcus Aurelius, Lucius Verus, Commodus, and
m Kouyunjik, probably of . . .

the Persian Perod, Septimius Severus, according to the dates on the
coins themselves, from . p. 74 to o. p. 201. Mr. R. Stuart Poole, of the

British Museum,—to whom I am indebted for a list and description of

* There is a Greek coin, bearing on the obverse a female head wearing a turreted
crown, and, on the reverse, the legend ATOTZIEQN
T(w») ITPOX TO(N) KATIPON, surrounding a palm branch
and an arrow. This coin was first assigned by Mil-
lingen (Anc. Uned. Coins, Lond. 4to. 1837, p. 82.) to Atu-

' sia, which, being near the Caprus, or lesser Zab, was
not far from Nineveh. The symbol of the arrow appears to denote the Tigris, whilst

the palm branch marks the country. I am indebted to Mr. Vaux for a notice of this
coin.



















those in the Louvre. He communicated his discovery at once to the En-
glish Vice-consul, who informed Mr. Hodder, the artist sent out by the Trus-
tees of the British Museum. Through some neglect these interesting spec-
imens were not visited and secured before others became acquainted with
. their existence, and endeavored to obtain possession of them. The Turk-
ish authorities, of course, settled the claims of the rival antiquaries by seiz-
ing the sculptures for themselves. On several grounds this is much to be
regretted. These remains will, however, probably prove to be of the time
of Essarhaddon.
In the plain between the tomb of Jonah and the mound of Kouyunjik,
one of my overseers discovered the foundations of a building in solid brick
masonry, and part of a colossal statue of white marble. These remains

* See Nineveh and its Remains, vol. i. Introduction, p. xxii. Benjamin of Tudela
places the tomb of Nahum at Ain Japhata, to the south of Babylon.
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appeared to be of the same period as the other ruins, and probably belong
to a small temple or shrine.

Three miles to the north of the inclosure of Kouyunjik, and on the bank
of the T'igris, is a village called Shereef-Khan. Near it are several mounds.
The largest, though much inferior in size to the great ruins of Assyria, i
distinguished, like those of Nimroud and Khorsabad, by a conical heap at
one corner. Near it are the remains of a canal, which once led water from
the Tigris into a rich alluvial plain. These embankments might be mis-
taken for a wall or rampart. For some time excavations were carried on
in this mound under my superintendence, and discoveries of interest were
made in it. At a small depth beneath the surface of the soil are the re-
mains of a building. The walls of the chambers are of sun-dried bricks,
but several slabs of alabaster, and painted and inscribed bricks, were found
in the ruins. A broad flight of alabaster steps appeared to connect an up-
per with a lower part of the edifice.

The inscriptions upon the bricks contain the names of Sargon and Sen-
nacherib. Those of the former king read, “ Sargon, king of Assyria, the
city (or place) of the mound of the fort of Sargon I called it ; a temple of
thesun . . . mnearitIbuilt.” Other bricks mention a temple dedi-
cated to Mars, or some other Assyrian deity.* From two inscribed lime-
stone slabs, also found in the ruins, we learn that a palace was erected on
the spot by Essarhaddon for his son—the king who afterwards warred
against Susiana, and caused the bas-reliefs celebrating his victories to be
carved on the walls of a chamber in the palace of Sennacherib, his grand-
father, at Kouyunjik. The name of the place in the inscriptions appears
to be Tarbisi. There are several smaller mounds in the neighbourhood,
which have not been explored.

At Nimroud the excavations had been almost suspended. A fow Arabe,
still working in the centre of the mound, had found the remains of sculp-
tured walls, forming part of the edifice previously discovered there. The
lower half of several colossal figures, amongst them winged men struggling
with lions and mythic animals, had been preserved.

A few small objects of interest were discovered in different parts of the
ruins, and some additional rooms were explored in the north-west and south-
east palaces. In none of them, however, were there sculptures, or even in-
scriptions, except such as were impressed on bricks ; nor was there any-
thing new in their construction to require particular description or addition-
al plans.t The south-east edifice appears to have been a building of con-
siderable extent. Several rooms were opened to the north of those previ-
ously examined. The bricks found amongst its ruins prove that it was

* According to Col. Rawlinson (Outlines of Assyrian History, p. xx.), to Neptune
or Noah! .

t For plan of upper chambers, see Nineveh and its Remains, vol. ii. p. 14., and for
that of the chambers excavated in the south-east palace during the first expedition,
see same volume, p. 39.



E::mﬂ'or:; : e were the principal relics found during ‘the excavations at
Nimroud.

In the north-west palace was also discovered a duck, with its head turned
upon its back, in greenstone, similar to that in white marble engraved in
the first series of the Monuments of Nineveh.* These two objects are of
considerable interest, as we learn from short inscriptions upon them, deci-
phered by Dr. Hincks, that they are weights of thirty mana, or half a Bab-
ylonian talent. The inscription on the duck found during the second ex-
cavations at Nimroud is as follows :—

KE - -1~
SR NC s B2 Rag g
SZRNNE= S|
That on the other has already been published.t They have been ex-
amined at the mint, and are found to weigh 40 lb. 4 oz. 4 dwt. 4 gr. and

391b. 1 0z. 1 dwt. 6 gr. The difference between them is owing to the
head of one having been broken off§ °

* Plate 95. A. + See British Museum Series, p. 83. F.
1 The actual weight of the large ducks in the British Museum heing 480 oz. troy.
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It may be inferred that two similar figures in baked clay, inscribed with
Assyrian numerals, from the same ruins, and others of small size in agate,
onyx, and other hard materials, are likewise weights, probably parts of the
talent or of the mana. It is also highly probable that the curious series

of bronze lions discovered at

Nimroud during my first re-

searches were used for a like

purpose.  Since the coating

of green rust has been re-

moved from them, they are

found in several instances to

bear two short inscriptions,

one in cuneiform characters

with the name of Sennache-

rib, the other in Phenician, or

cursive Semetic letters, ac-

&\2 companied by parallel lines

) — ornotches cut in the bronze.*

Exrptian weighing ml«:’:ﬁ:’:dﬂf.i‘::h Werghts 1n the form Dr. Lepsius has recently pub-

the mana would be equal to 16 0z., with a small fraction over The Attic mana has

been computed to be 14 oz., with a small fraction over It would consequently be to

the Babylonian talent as 7t0 8. According to Herodotus (lib. in ¢ 89.) the Eubcean

talent was to the Babyloman as 6 to 7 If this statement be correct, the Eubean

would he to the Attic as 48 to49. (Dr Hincks) The authonties on the subject of

the Bahylonian talent, &c. are collected in Boeckh’s Hebraisches, Pheenicisches, und

Synsches Gewicht und Geld; and see Art * Pondera” in Smith's Dictionary of
Greek and Roman Antiquities.

* It must be remembered that the dirt upon them and the decomposition they have
undergone. make some difference in their weight 1 add a table of the weights of
fifteen, and the numbers of lines or marks upon such as have had the rust removed.
A certain relative proportion appears to exist between them. In a parallel column,
for the sake of comparison, I have placed the weight of the ducks in the British Mu-
seum. No 5. has been plugged with lead. Those marked with a cross have the
rings remaining

Weighit of Lions. Mal::a":uwign . Weight of Ducks.

1 Ib  or. dwt. gr. v, oz. dwt. gr.
| 1. X3 11 6 16 15 40 4 4
l 2. X13 4 12 22 5 39 1 1 6

3. 7 11 12 12 3 6 2 3
H 4. x5 6 8 8 2
| s id 2 5 1413
i 6. 2 9 4 4 2 4 2 3
N 7. 2 6 9 4 1 13 17.36
' 8. 1 9 12 2 1 4 23.36
e, x1 617 2 X 4 1965
| 10. 1 4 2 2 1 3 15.65
| 11. id. 1
! 12. X 7 15 0 S 3 865
i 13. X 7 13 8 4 1 15625
Y'Y 6 8 10 0 1 985
i 15. 1 16 0 3 1 675










In Iron Hematite In Jasper.
Babylonian Cylinders

a favorite material for such objects. Many specimens, however, are in
agate, jasper, and other hard substances. Amongst the most interesting
cylinders of this kind obtained by me is that in spotted sienite described
in a previous chapter,* and one in green jasper, remarkable for the depth

S

Babylonian Cylinder, in green Jasper

of the intaglio and spirit of the design, representing the Assyrian Hercules
contending with a buffalo, and a horned human figure, with the extremities
* See p. 458. ’






e e—
In Rock Crystal. 1n Onyx.
Persian Cylinders.

Persian cylinders are recognised at once by the draperies of the figures,
gathered up into folds, as in the sculptures of the Achemenian dynasty, a
peculiarity never found on pure Assyrian or Babylonian monuments ; by
the crown of the king ; by the form of the supreme deity, or Ormuzd ; and
by the monstrous animals, resembling the sculptures on the walls of Persep-
olis. Although gems and precious stones of the Arsacian and Sassanian
dynasties of Persia, engraved with subjects and mythical figures precisely
similar to those on Assyrian and Babylonian relics, are by no means un-
common ; yet no cylinders, as far as I am aware, have hitherto been found
of those periods. Seals in this form do not appear to have been used after
the fall of the Achzmenian power.

It has been conjectured that these cylinders were amulets, engraved

* The inscription reads, “ Arshaka ndma Athiyabushana ;" ¢ Arsaces by name, the
chamberlain” (?). t Represented on Egyptian monuments.
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in the British Museuin, on which is engra
with his name and that of his father. Th
Another, in the same collection, bears the
pears to have been a chamberlain, or to ha
Persian court.*  The device represents t
holding a lotus flower in each hand benc
Deity supported by two priests. A ven
brought by me to this country, and now :.
the god Ormuzd represented as at Persey
with human heads, above an oval, contair
engraving on this gem is remarkable for i

In red Cornelian.
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+- Prophet Jonah, and the River Khauser

CHAPTER XXVI

TN CHRONNLOOY AND HISTORY.— NAMRS OF ASSYRIAN
—A DATE FIXED.—THE NAME OF JEHU.—THE NBELISK
~—RARDANAPALUS.—HIS SUCCESSORS.—PUL. 0R TIGLATH
“'HERIB.——ESSARHADDON.—THE LAST ASSYRIAN KINGS.—
% THE CUNEIFORM CHARACTER.—ANTIQUITY OF NINEVEH.
—ILLUSTRATIONS OF SCRIPTURE.—STATE OF JUDAAL AND
\L CONDITION OF THE EMNPIRE.—ASSYRIAN COLONIES.—
. =—RELIGION —EXTENT OF NINEVEH.—ASNYRIAN ARCHI-
2 NISH.——~PALACE UF KOUYUNJIK RESTORED. — PLATFUEM
‘E ARSBYRIAN FORTIFIED INCLOSURES. — DESUCRIPTION OF

= barely rlapsed since the first discovery of ru-
- rity of Nineveh, a mass of information, scarce-
.portance and interest, has already been added
«f the early history and comparative geography
. 1+ | published the narrative of my first rescarch-
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. zwat & sealed book ; for although an interpreta-
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.r.ent and most powerful empires of the aneient



inscriptions as far as they have been examined. The earliest king of
whose reign we have any detailed account was the builder of the north-
west palace at Nimroud, the most ancient edifice hitherto discovered in As
syria. His records, however, with other inscriptions, furnish the names of
five, if not seven, of his predecessors, some of whom, there is reason to be-
lieve, erected palaces at Nineveh, and originally founded those which avere
only rebuilt by subsequent monarchs.t It is consequently important to
ascertain the period of the accession of this early Assyrian king, and we
apparently have the means of fixing it with sufficient accuracy. His son,
we know, built the centre palace at Nimroud, and raised the obelisk, now
in the British Museum, inscribing upon it the principal events of his reign.
He was a great conqueror, and subdued many distant nations. The names
of the subject kings who paid him tribute are duly recorded on the obelisk,

+ | refer, of course, more particularly to the several papers by Col. Rawlinson and
Dr. Hincks in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, and by the latter in the Trans-
actions of the Royal Irish Academy, especially in the twenty-second volume, recent-
ly published, and entitled, “ On the Assyrio-Babylonian Phonetic characters.” I take
this opportunity of mentioning, with the praise it most fully deserves, the very inter-
esting summary of the discoveries at Nineveh, Babylon, and Persepolis, published by
my friend Mr. Vaux of the British Museum. (Nineveh and Persepolis. London,
1851.)

+ The north-west palace at Nimroud, for instance, appears to have been founded
by an earlier king than the one whose name is in the standard inscription. So also
Kouyunjik.

A
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in some instances with sculptured representations of the various objects
sent. Amongst those kings was one whose name reads ‘* Jehu, the son of
Khumri (Omri),” and who has been identified by Dr. Hincks and Col. Raw-
linson with Jehu, king of Israel. This monarch was certainly not the son,
although one of the successors of Omri, but the term * son of”” appears to
have been used throughout the East in those days, as it still is, to denote
connection generally, either by descent or by succession. Thus we find in
Scripture the same person called “ the son of Nimshi,” and *“ the son of
Jehosaphat, the son of Nimshi.”#* An identification connected with this
word Khumri or Omri is one of the most interesting instances of corrobora-
tive evidence that can be adduced of the accuracy of the interpretations of
the cuneiform character. It was observed that the name of a city resem-
bling Samaria was connected, and that in inscriptions containing very dif-
ferent texts, with one reading Beth Khumri or Omri.t This fact was un-
explained until Col. Rawlinson perceived that the names were, in fact, ap-
plied to the same place, or one to the district, and the other to the town.
Samaria having been built by Omri, nothing is more probable than that—
in accordance with a common Eastern custom—it should have been called,
after its founder, Beth Khumri, or the house of Omri.} As a further proof—
of the identity of the Jehu mentioned on the obelisk with the king of Israel,
Dr. Hincks, to whom we owe this important discovery,{ has found on the
same monument the name of Hazael, whom Elijah was ordered by the Al-
mighty to anoint king of Syria.|l

Supposing, therefore, these names to be correctly identified,—and our As-
syrian chronology for this period rests as yet, it must be admitted, almost
entirely upon this supposition,—we can fix an approximate date for the
reign of the obelisk king. Jehu ascended the throne about 885 B. c.; the
accession of the Assyrian monarch must, consequently, be placed somewhere
between that time and the commencement of the ninth century B. ¢, and
that of his father in the latter part of the tenth.q

In his records the builder of the north-west palace mentions, amongst his

# Compare 1 Kings, xx. 16. and 2 Kings, ix. 2.

+ Sargon is called on the monuments of Khorsabad, ¢the conqueror of Samaria and
of the circuit of Beth Khumri.” (Dr. Hincks, Trans. of the R. Irish Acad. vol. xxii.)

$ Omri, “ bought the hill Samaria of Shamar for two talents of silver, and built on
the hill, and called the name of the city which he built after the name of Shamar,
owner of the hill, Samaria.” (1 Kings, xvi. 24.)

¢ It must be observed that Col. Rawlinson detected these names about the same
time at Baghdad. In consequence of the distance from England, the priority of pub-
lication fell to Dr. Hincks.

Il 1 Kings, xix. 15.

9 Colonel Rawlinson suggests about 930 8.c. It is, I am convinced, impossible to
fix to a year any event happening at such remote periods, and I confess that it ap-
pears to me a waste of time and learning to engage in lengthened discussions, chiefly
founded upon premises of doubtful worth, on such minute questions of chronology,
which, even if determined to our satisfaction, would after all be of little or no im-
portance.
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Sardanapalus. Dr. Hincks, however, assigning a different value to the
middle character (the name being usually written with three), reads Ash-
urakhbal. Itis certain that the first monogram stands both for the name
of the country of Assyria and for that of its protecting deity. Wo might
consequently assume, even were other proof wanting, that it should be read
Assur or Ashur.

Y have elsewhere* given a description of the various great monumental
records of this king, with extracts from their contents. He appears to have
carried his arms to the west of Nineveh across Syria to the Mediterranean
Sea, to the south into Chaldea, probably beyond Babylon (the name of this
city does not, however, as far as I amn aware, occur in the inscriptions), and
to the north into Asia Minor and Armenia.

Of his son, whose name Colonel Rawlinson reads Temenbar and Divan-
ubara, and Dr. Hincks Divanubar, we have full and important historical
annals, including the principal events of thirty-one years of his reign. They
are engraved upon the black obelisk, and upon the backs of the bulls in
the centre of the mound of Nimroud. Colonel Rawlinson was the first to
give a connected translation of them.t This king, like his father, was a
great conqueror. He waged war, either in person or by his generals, in
Syria, Armenia, Babylonia, Chaldea, Media, and Persia. He received trib-
ute, as it has been seen, from Jehu, king of Israel, and, according to Colonel
Rawlinson, from the kings of Egypt, who were dependent upon him.{

The two royal names next in order occur on the pavement slabs of the
upper chambers, on the west face of the mound of Nimroud.§ They may
belong to the son and grandson, and immediate successors, of the obelisk
king. Such is Colonel Rawlinson’s view. Dr. Hincks, however, has sug-
gested another reading of these inscriptions. He believes that Ashurakh-
bal had a brother of the same name as his son, the obelisk king ; that this
brother reigned over Mesopotamia, but not over Assyria, the empire being
at that time divided ; that his son succeeded to the obelisk king (his cous-
in), uniting the two kingdoms, and leaving them to his immediate de-
scendant, the second king on the pavement slabs. The two names have
not been satisfactorily deciphered. Colonel Rawlinson reads them Shamas-
Adar and Adrammelech II.; Dr. Hincks only ventures to suggest Sham-
siyav for the first.

On the Assyrian tablet, from the tunnel of Negoub,|| are apparently two

* See chap. 16.

+ In his interesting and valuable paper read, in 1850, before the Royal Asiatic So-
clety (published in part 2. of vol. xii. of their Journal).

£ This, however, appears very doubtful.

§ See my Nineveh and its Remains, vol. ii. p. 196., where this genealogy was first
pointed out.

1l Discovered during the first expedition. (Nineveh and its Remains, vol. i. p. 81.)
This tablet was unfortunately broken and carried away before I could verify my copy
of the inscription, published in the British Museuin Series, p. 35. During my second
residence in Mosul 1 was able to examine the fragments which are now in the con-



pavement-slab not having yet been deciphered.§

The bas-reliefs adorning his palace, like those at Khorsabad, appear to
have been accompanied by a complete series of his annals. Unfortunately
only fragments of them remain. With the exception of the general record
on the pavement-slab, no perfect inscription has hitherto, as far as I am
aware, been found.| His first campaign seems to have been in Chaldea,
and during his reign he carried his arms into the remotest parts of Armenia,

vent of the Catholic missionary monks, and to restore the greater part of it. It ap-
pears to contain an account of the cutting of the remarkable tunnel through the rock
in which the tablet was found, and of the canal leading from it. These great works
were undertaken to convey the waters of the river Zab either to Nimroud or to the
surrounding plain for irrigation.

* British Museum Series, p. 17.

t Compare British Museum Series, p. 17. 1. 7. with p. 562. 1. 3., and p. 17. 1. 17 and
18. with p. 51. 1. 6. second column; and also an unpublished inscription from the
south-west palace in the British Museum.

t British Museum Series, p. 50. 1. 10. This interesting discovery was first an-
nounced in the Atheneum of Jan. 3. 1852. .

¢ These three kings came against Israel (2 Kings, xv. 19. and 29., and 1 Chron.
v. 26.); but Pul is particularly mentioned as receiving tribute from Menahem, and
Tiglath Pileser, as carrying away Israelites into captivity in the time of Pekah, be-
tween whose reign and that of Menahem only two years elapsed. (2 Kings, xv. 23.)

II Colonel Rawlinson, in a letter recently published in the Atheneeum, states that
he has discovered the complete annals of Tiglath Pileser, but I am not aware whether
it is to this king that he alludes.






He has now changed his opinion with regard to the first, and Dr. Hincks
contends that the second is not a name of this king, but of his predecessor,
—of whom, however, it must be observed, we have hitherto been unable to
trace any mention on the monuments, unless, as that scholar suggests, he
is alluded to in an inscription of Sargon from Khorsabad.|

From the reign of Sargon we have a complete list of kings to the fall of
the empire, or to a period not far distant from that event. He was suc-
ceeded by Sennacherib, whose annals have been given in a former part of
this volume. His name was identified, as I have before stated, by Dr.
Hincks, and this great discovery furnished the first satisfactory starting-
point, from which the various events recorded in the inscriptions have been
linked with Scripture history. Colonel Rawlinson places the accession of
Sennacherib to the throne in 716, Dr. Hincks in 703,9 which appears to be
more in accordance with the canon of Ptolemy. The events of his reign,
as recorded in the inscriptions on the walls of his palace, are mostly related

* Qutlines of Assyrian History, p. xxvi.

t Rawlinson. Outlines of Assyrian History, p. xxix.

$ The inscription is given in the 145th plate of Botta's great work (see line 18.).
I understand that the French consul at Mosul has recently discovered two entire his-
torical cylinders of Sargon at Khorsabad ; they may furnish us with some of the de-
tails wanting on the monuments. ¢ Now in the Royal Museum of Berlin.

Il Mem. Trans. of Irish Acad. vol. xxii.

9 See Appendix to his Memoir in the twenty-second vol. of Trans. of the Irish
Academy.
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or alluded to in sacred and profane history. I have already described his |
wars in Judea, and have compared his own account with that contained
in Holy Writ. His second campaign in Babylonia is mentioned in a frag-
ment of Polyhistor, preserved by Eusebius,* in which the name given to
Sennacherib’s son, and the general history of the war appear to be nearly
the same as those on the monuments. The fragment is highly interesting
as corroborating the accuracy of the interpretation of the inscriptions. I
was not aware of its existence when the translation given in the sixth chap-
ter of this volume was printed. * Afler the reign of the brother of Senna-
cherib, Acises reigned over the Babylonians, and when he had governed for
the space of thirty days he was slain by Marodach Baladan, who held the
empire by force during six months ; and he was slain and succeeded by a
person named Elibus (Belib.) But in the third year of his (Elibus) reign,
Sennacherib, king of the Assyrians, levied an army against the Babylonians ;
and in a battle, in which they were engaged, routed and took him prisoner
with his adherents, and commanded them to be carried into the land of the
Assyrians. Having taken upon himself the government of the Babylonians,
he appointed his son, Asordanius, their king, and he himself retired again
into Assyria.” This son, however, was not Essarhaddon, his successor on
the throne of Assyria. The two names are distinguished by a distinct or-
thography in the cuneiform inscriptions. Sennacherib raised monuments
and caused tablets recording his victories to be carved in many countries
which he visited and subdued. His image and inscriptions at the mouth
of the Nahr-el-Kelb in Syria are well known. During my journey to Eu-
rope I found one of his tablets near the village of Hasana (or Hasan Agha),
chiefly remarkable from being at the foot of Gebel Judi, the mountain upon
which, according to a wide-spread Eastern tradition, the ark of Noah rested
after the deluge.t

Essarhaddon, his son, was his successor, as we know from the Bible. He
built the south-west palace at Nimroud, and an edifice whose ruins are
now covered by the mound of the tomb of Jonah, opposite Mosul. His an-
nals are inscribed on the cylinder presented by me to the British Museum.$
Like his father he was a great warrior, and he styles himselfin his inscrip-
tions * King of Egypt, conqueror of AEthiopia.”§ It was probably this king
who carried Manasseh, king of Jerusalem, captive to Babylon.||

The name of the son and successor of Essarhaddon was the same as that
of the builder of the north-west palace of Nimroud. His father, as we have
seen, ¥ had erected a dwelling for him in the suburbs or on the outskirts of
Nineveh. His principal campaign appears to have been in Susiana or Elam,

* Cory’s Fragments.

+ See an interesting note on this subject in Rich’s Narrative, vol. ii. p. 128.

t British Museum Series, p. 20-29., and also on a fragment of a similar cylinder,

. 54-68.

g ¢ This title was first read and pointed out to me by Dr. Hincks. Col. Rawlinson
has, I believe, since found fuller mention of the Egyptian campaign of this king.

i 2 Chron. xxxiii. 9 P. 608.

Lo



Rawlinson, the principal monuments on which they are found, and the ap-
proximate date of the reigns of the several kings. In a second table will be
found the most important proper and geographical names in the Assyrian
inscriptions which have been identified with those in the Bible. To make
this list more useful to the biblical student, I have added their forms in He-
brew, as well as in cuneiform letters. A third table contains the names
of the thirteen great gods of Assyria, with their reading according to Dr.
Hincks.

* Chap. 20.

We have a curious illustration of the magnificent suicide of Sardanapalus in the
history of Zimri, king of Israel. * And it came to pass, when Zimri saw that the city
was taken, that he went into the palace of the king's house, and burnt the king’s
house over him with fire, and died.”—1 Kings, xvii. 18. There is nothing, therefore,
improbable in the romantic history of the Assyrian king. t P. $38.
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TABLE III.—Names of the THIRTEEN GREAT GoDS oF ASSYRIA, a8 they
occur on the upright tablet of the King, discovered at Nimroud
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AssHUR, the King of the Circle of
the Great Gods.

ANv, the Lord of the Mountains, or
of Foreign Countries.

™

San

Meropach (? Mars)

Yav (? Jupiter).

Bar.

Neso (? Mercury).

(?) Mylit (or Gula), called the Con-
sort of Bel and the Mother

of the Great Gods (? Ve-
nus).

(?) Dagon.

Bew (? Saturn) Father of the Gods
SuamasH (the Sun).

IsHTAR (the Moon).





















nasty are sometimes represented worshipping the minor deities, I know of
no monument on which the earlier monarchs are seen adoring any other
figure than that of Asshur.

The question as to the space occupied by the city of Nineveh at the time
of its greatest prosperity is still far from being set at rest. Col. Rawlinson,
founding his opinion upon the names on bricks from the several sites, be-
lieves the inclosures of Nimroud, Kouyunjik, and Khorsabad, and the small
mounds of Shereef-Khan, scarcely three miles from Kouyunjik, as well as
others in the immediate neighbourhood, to be the remains of distinct cities.
He would even separate the mound of Nebbi Yunus from Kouyunjik, identi-
fying the former with Nineveh, and making the latter a mere suburb. A
glance at the plan of the ruins will show this conjecture to be quite unten-

been slain in the temple of Asshur, and that the Hebrews, seeing everywhere the
commonest of the Assyrian mythic figures, may have believed it to be the peculiar
god of the Assyrians, to which they consequently gave a name denoting an eagle.
The fact of its occurring on the door-posts with Dagon and other undoubted repre-
sentations of deities, proves that it must be ranked amongst them, whilst they may
all originally have been, as I have pointed out in the text, mere myths or symbols.

* See woodcuts, Nineveh and its Remains, vol. ii. p. 448. There is some doubt
whether the figure standing on an animal, frequently represented on Assyrian mon-
uments as worshipped by the king, as at Bavian for instance (2d series of the Monu-
ments of Nineveh, Plate 51.), be Asshur, or one of the twelve gods. I am inclined
to the latter opinion; as on cylinders the figures of the deities standing on animals
are frequently seen in act of adoration before the supreme god in the circle.

A






may have been called by ditterent names, but they were all included with-
in the area of that great city known to the Jews and to the Greeks as
Nineveh. I will not pretend to say that the whole of this vast space was
thickly inhabited or built upon. As I have elsewhere observed, we must
not judge of Eastern cities by those of Europe.tf In Asia, gardens and

* From this propyleum came the two colossal bulls in the British Museum; it
was part of the royal palace.

t Nineveh and its Remains, vol. ii. part ii. chap. 2. A recent trigonometrical sur-
vey of the country by Captain Jones proves, I am informed, that the great ruins of
Kouyunjik, Nimroud, Karamless, and Khorsabad, form very nearly a perfect parallel-
ogram, corresponding with the conjecture I ventured to make in my former work. A
recent writer (Bonomi, Nineveh and its Palaces, p. 94.), adopting the theory of the
greater extent of Nineveh, has endeavored to prove that the Gebel Makloub is the re-
mains of its Eastern walls, siating that he ‘ has the testimony of a recent observant
traveller, Mr. Barker, who has no doubt that the so-called ‘ mountain’ is entirely the
work of man.” Unfortunately it happens that the Gebel Makloub is somewhat high-
er, and far more precipitous and rocky than the Malvern hills. It would, indeed, have
required Titans to raise such a heaven-reaching wall! Scarcely less extravagant are
the conjectures that the mound is called Kouyumjik, not Kouyunjik, because silver
ornaments may have been found there, and that Yaroumjeh, a mere Turkish name
meaning “the half-way village,” is * roum,” * signifying the territory and inhabitants
of the Roman empire,” and, consequently, a part of Nineveh, “ Roman and ancient
being synonymous terms !” The line, too, indicated in Mr. Bonomi's diagram for the
former bed of the Tigris, in order to complete the parallelogram, would take the riv-
er over a range of steep limestone hills. I may here observe that the name of * Nini-
ouah” is not known in the country as applied either to the mound of Nebbi Yunus,
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orchards, containing suburbs and even distinct villages, collected round a
walled city are all included by the natives under one general name. Such
is the case with Isfahan and Damascus, and such I believe it to have been
with ancient Nineveh. It appears to me quite inconsistent with Eastern
customs, as well as with historic testimony, to place within so short a dis-
tance of each other several great and distinct cities. Recent researches
have in no way shaken the opinion that I ventured to express in my for-
mer work, partly founded upon arguments derived from the fact of each of
these separate fortified palaces having been built by different kings.*

A few remarks are necessary on the additional information afforded by
recent discoveries as to the architecture and architectural decorations, ex-
ternal and internal, of the Assyrian palaces. The inscriptions on their
walls, especially on those of Kouyunjik and Khorsabad, appear to contain
important and even minute details, not only as to their general plan and
" mode of construction, but even as to the materials employed for their dif-
ferent parts, and for the objects of sculpture and ornaments placed in them.
This fact furnishes another remarkable analogy between the records of the
Jewish and the Assyrian kings. To the history of their monarchs and of
their nation, the Hebrew chroniclers have added a full account of the build-
ing and adornment of the temple and palaces of Solomon. In both cases,
from the use of technical words, we can scarcely hope to understand, with
any degree of certainty, all the details. It is impossible to comprehend, by
the help of the descriptions alone, the plan or appearance of the temple of
Solomon. This arises not only from our being unacquainted with the ex-
act meaning of various Hebrew architectural terms, but also from the dif-
ficulty experienced, even in ordinary cases, of restoring from mere descrip-
tion an edifice of any kind. In the Assyrian inscriptions we labor, of course,
under still greater disadvantages. The language in which they are writ-
ten is as yet but very imperfectly known, and although we may be able to
explain with some confidence the general meaning of the historical para-
graphs, yet when we come to technical words relating to architecture,
even with a very intimate acquaintance with the Assyrian tongue, we could
scarcely hope to ascertain their precise signification. On the other hand,
the materials, and the general plan of the Assyrian palaces are still pre-
served, whilst of the great edifices of the Jews, not a fragment of masonry,
nor the smallest remains are left to guide us. As Mr. Fergussont has
shown, the architecture of the one people may be illustrated by that of the
other. With the help of the sacred books, and of the ruins of the palaces

or any other ruin in the country. Before founding theories upon such grounds, it
would be as well to have some little acquaintance with the localities and with the
languages spoken by the people of the country.

* Nineveh and its Remains, vol. ii. part ii. c. 2.

t See his highly interesting work, entitled “ The Palaces of Nineveh and Persep-
olis restored,” to which I shall have frequent occasion to refer in the remarks in the
text, and to which I take this opportunity of acknowledging my obligations.



was discovered at Khorsabad in front of the palace. The chambers, with
the exception of the oracle, were exceedingly small, the largest being only
seven cubits broad, ¢ for without, #n the wall of the house, he made numer-
ous rests round about, that the beams should not be fastened in the walls
of the house.” The words in italics are inserted in our version to make
good the sense, and may consequently not convey the exact meaning, which
may be, that these chambers were thus narrow that the beams might be
supported without the use of pillars, a reason already suggested for the nar-
rowness of the greater number of chambers in the Assyrian palaces. These
smaller rooms appear to have been built round a large central chamber.
called the oracle, the whole arrangement thus corresponding with the halls
and surrounding rooms at Nimroud, Khorsabad, and Kouyunjik. The ora-
cle itself was twenty cubits square, smaller far in dimensions than the
Nineveh halls; but it was twenty cubits kigh—an important fact, illus-
trative of Assyrian architecture, for as the building was thirty cubits in
height, the oracle must not only have been much loftier than the adjoining
chambers, but must have had an upper structure of ten cubits.§ Within it

+ 1 Kings, v. 15. t The Jewish cubit appears to have been about 18 inches.

t The height, according to 2 Chron. iii. 4., was 120 cubits, which would appear to
be an error slipt into the text, although Josephus gives the same dimensions, adding
an upper story or structure.

¢ Mr. Fergusson has pointed out, from the account of Josephus, the probability of
the temple having had two stories. (The Palaces of Nineveh restored, p. 222.)
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is also to be remarked that the Khorsabad mound falls gradually to the
level of the plain, apparently showing the remains of a succession of broad
terraces, and that parts of the palace, such as the propylea, were actually
beneath the platform, and removed some distance from it in the midst of
the walled inclosure. At Kouyunjik, however, the whole of the royal edi
fice, with its dependent buildings, appears to have stood on the summit of
the artificial basement,¥ whose lofty perpendicular sides could only have
been accessible by steps, or inclined ways. No propylea, or other edifices
connected with the palace, have as yet been discovered below the platform.

The inscriptions appear to refer 1o four distinct parts of the palace, three
of which, inhabited by the women, seem subsequently to have been reduced
toone. Itis not clear whether they were all on the ground floor, or whether
they formed different stories. Mr. Fergusson, in his ingenious work on the
restoration of the palaces of Nineveh, in which he has, with great learning
and research, fully examined the subject of the architecture of the Assyrians
and ancient Persians, availing himself of the facts then furnished by the
discoveries, endeavors to divide the Khorsabad palace, after the manner of
modern Mussulman houses, into the Salamlik or apartments of the men,
and the Harem or those of the women. The division he suggests, must, of
course, depend upon conjecture ; but it may, I think, be considered as highly
probable, until fuller and more accurate translations of the inscriptions than
can yet be made may furnish us with some positive data on the subject. In
the ruins of Kouyunjik there is nothing, as far as I am aware, to mark the
distinction between the male and female apartments. Supposing Mr. Fer-
gusson’s theory to be correct, and following the analogy between the two
buildings, the hall marked X1X. on the Plan would best correspond with
the harem court of Khorsabad. Of a temple no remains have as yet been
found at Kouyunjik,t nor is there any high conical mound as at Nimroud
and Khorsabad.

In all the Assyrian edifices hitherto explored we have the same general
interior plan. On the four sides of the great halls are two or three narrow
parallel chambers opening one into the other. Most of them have doorways
at each end leading into smaller rooms, which have no other outlet. It
seems highly probable that this uniform plan was adopted with reference
to the peculiar architectural arrangements required by the building, and I
agree with Mr. Fergusson in attributing it to the mode resorted to for light-
ing the apartments.

In my former work I expressed a belief that the chambers received light
through an opening in the roof. Although this may have been the case in
some instances, yet recent discoveries now prove that the Assyrian palaces
had more than one story. Such being the fact, it is evident that other
means must have been adopted to admit daylight to the inner rooms on the

* Such also appears to have been the case at Nimroud.

t+ Col. Rawlinson recently mentions a temple at Kouyunjik (Outlines of Assyrian
History, p. 23.), but I question whether it be not simply a part of the palace.



Exterior of a Palace, from a Bas-relicf at Kouyunjik.

tances immediately benecath the roof, each opening being formed by two
pillars with capitals resembling the Ionic. In the restoration of the ex-
terior of the Kouyunjik palace forming the frontispiece to this volume, a
somewhat similar capital has been adopted in preference to that taken by
Mr. Fergusson from Persepolis, which, although undoubtedly, like the other
architectural details of those celebrated ruins, Assyrian in character, are
not authorised by any known Aesyrian remains.t

A row of pillars, or of alternate pillars and masonry, would answer the
purpose intended, if they cpened into a well-lighted hall. Yet inner cham-

* See also 2nd series of Monuments of Nineveh. Plate 40

t See frontispiece to Mr. Fergusson's Palaces of Nineveh restored. The pure Ionic
volute occurs amongst the bronze ornaments from the throne 1n the British Museum.
1 have lately, however, found, amongst the small objects brought by me to this coun-
try, what appeais to be part of a double tull precisely similar to the capitals of Per-
sepolis. Between the figures is a gicove for the beam. It may have belonged to
gome model of a building or of a column.

A






and ceiling. The dimensions of this hall, 100 cubits (about 150 feet) by
60 cubits (75 feet), very much resemble those of the centre halls of the pal-
aces of Nineveh. ‘ The porch of pillars” was fifty cubits in length ; equal,
therefore, to the breadth of the hall, of which I presume it to have been an
inclosed space at the upper end, whilst * the porch for the throne- where he
might judge, even the porch of judgment . . . . covered with cedar wood
from one side of the floor to the other,”” was probably a raised place beneath
it, corresponding with a similar platform where the host and guests of hon-
or are seated in a modern Eastern house. Supposing the three parts of the
building to have been arranged as I have suggested, we ghould have an ex-
act counterpart of them in the hall of audience of the Persian palaces.
The upper part of the room, in which I have frequently seen the governor
of Isfahan, was divided from the rest of a magnificent hall by columns,
and his throne was a raised place of carved woodwork adorned with rich
stuffs, ivory, and other precious materials. Suppliants and attendants
stood outside the line of pillars, and the officers of the court within. Such
also may have been the interior arrangement of the great halls in the As-
syrian edifices.

* P. 213.

t 1 Kings, vii. 2. It is only by supposing it to have been one great hall that we
can at all understand the proportions.and form of the building as subsequently given.
The Hebrew word, as its Arabic equivalent still does, will bear both meanings. Pha-
raoh’s daughter’s house, which was * like unto the porch,” was probably the harem or
private apartment.



Cuar. xxu] ASSYRIAN PALACE RESTORED. 655

That the Ninevite palaces had more than one story, at least in some
parts if not in all, can now no longer be doubted. The inscriptions appear
to describe distinctly the upper rooms, and at Kouyunjik, as it has been
seen, an inclined way was discovered leading to them.®* Withont there
had been an upper structure, it would be impossible to account for the
enormous accumulation of rubbish, consisting chicefly of remains of build-
ings, over the ruins of Kouyunjik and Khorsubad. Theso upper rooms
‘were probably built of sun-dried bricks and wood, but principally of the
latter material, and may have been connected with the lower by winding
staircases, as in the temple of Solomon, as well as by inclined ways. The
roofs were flat, as those of all Eastern houses are to this day ; and, as sug-
gested by Mr. Fergusson,t they may have been crowned by a wooden talar,
or platform, and altars upon which sacrifices were offered,—* The houses
wpon whose roofs they have burned incense unto all the host of heaven, and
have poured out drink offerings to other gods.”t

I bave already described the internal decorations of the Assyrian pal-
aces,§ and have little more to add upon the subject. The walls of Kou-
yunjik were more elaborately decorated than those of Nimroud and Khor-
mbad. Almost every chamber explored, and they amount to above sev-
enty, was panelled with alabaster slabs carved with numerous figures and
with the minutest details. Iach room appears to have been dedicated to
some particular event, and in each, apparently, was the image of the king
himself. In fact, the walls recorded in sculpture what the inscriptions did
in writing,—the whole history of Sennacherib’s reign, his great deeds in
peace as well as in war. It will be remarked that whilst in other Assyrian
edifices the king is frequently represented taking an active part in war, slay-
ing his enemies, and fighting beneath a besieged city, he is never represent-
ed at Kouyunjik otherwise than in an attitude of triumph, in his chariot
or on his throne, receiving the captives and the spoil. Nor is he ever seen
torturing his prisoners, or putting them to death with his own hand.

There were chambers, however, in the palace of Sennacherib, as well as
in those of Nimroud and Khorsabad, whose walls were simply coated with
plaster, like the walls of Belshazzar's palace at Babylon.|l They may have
been richly ornamented in color with figures of men and animals, as well as
with elegant designs ; or they may have been panelled with cedar wain-
sooting, as the chambers in the temples and palaces of Solomon, and in
the great edifices of Babylon. Gilding, too, appears to have been extens-
ively used in decoration, and some of the great sphinxes may have been
overlaid with gold, like the cherubim in Solomon's temple.q

* No.LXI. Plan 1. See page 394.

t Palaces of Nineveh restored, p. 181. That the Assyrians were, however, ac-
quainted with slanting roofs may be inferred from a bas-relief discovered at Khorsa-
bad. (Botta, Plate 141.) t Jerem. xix. 18.

¢ Nineveh and its Remains, vol. ii. part ii. ch. 2. Il Daniel, v. 6.

9 1 Kings, vi. 28. I cannot, however, but express my conviction that much of the
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At Kouyunjik, the pavement slabs were not inscribed as at Nimroud ;
bat those between the winged bulls at some of the entrances, were carved
with an elaborate and very elegant pattern.* The doors were probably
of wood, gilt and adorned with precious materials, like the gates of the
temple of Jerusalem, and they appear to have turned in stone sockets, for
amongst the ruins were found many black stones hollowed in the centre,
and bearing an inscription in these words: * Sennacherib, the great king,
king of Assyria, brought this stone from the distant mountains, and used it
for the sockets of the pillars of the doors of his palace.”

To wand od the glare of an Eastern sun hangings or curtains of gay
evlors and of rich matenals were probably suspended to the pillars support-
ing the celing. or to wooden poles raised for the purpose, as in the palaces
o Rabyion and Shushan. Such hangings, as we have seen, appear to be
described in the tablets of King Nebuchadnezzar. The frontispiece to this
wlume will enable the reader to understand how they were used. This
engraving from a beautiful water-color drawing, made by Mr. Baynes un-
der the superintendence of Mr. Fergusson, represents the Eastern fagade
and the great entrance to the palace of Sennacherib, as they are supposed
onginally to have been. The lower part of the building actually exists,
and is drawn to scale; the upper part of course is mainly founded upon
eonjecture ; but the preceding remarks may show that we are not alto-
gether without materials to authorise some such restoration. The edifice
represented in the bas-relief discovered at Kouyunjik has furnished some of
the architectural details, the battlemented finish to the walls is still seen
at Kouyunjik and Nimroud, and the various decorations introduced in oth-
er places are all taken from Assyrian monuments. The two poles with
streamers in the foreground, are from a bas-relief at Khorsabad. The
scuiptures at the sides of the steps are those from the descending passage
at Kouyunjik.  The stone facing of the platform is that of the basement
of the tower at Nimroud.  The lions, Assyrian in character, are placed on
e steps conjecturally, and the steps themselves are restored. The de-
s 2u apon the pavement is found on slabs at the entrances at Kouyunjik.

Uae excavations carried on at Numroud during the last expedition have
~radled me to restore, to a certain extent, the several buildings on the plat-
<:vr aud to obtain some idea of their original appearance. I have en-
s cuted, with the able assistance of Mr. Fergusson, to convey in a col-
«vLvrtispiece to the Second Series of my larger work on the Monuments
+ N avohothe general efect of these maguificent edifices wheg they still
¢~ . Yt wassy basement, and were retlected in the broad stream of

~ "¢ ~ L must refer the reader who desires to follow me in the fol-
~w -3 .wuption to the accompanying general plan of the platform and
o swas v Nnnoud.

o eits el Ntho the sacred writings and in the profane authors of antiquity,
< % v a'oved with other netals, the aurichalcum, or orichalcum of the
sooase s ueowoas used i the bowls and plates discovered at Nimroud.
s s % Memuments of Nineveh, Plate 56. + Plan III.
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On the artificial platform, built of regular layers of sun-dried bricks in
some parts, and entirely of rubbish in others, but cased on all sides with
solid stone masonry, stood at one time at least nine distinct buildings. Be-
tween each was a terrace, paved with stone, or with large kiln-burnt bricks,
from one and a half to two feet square. At the north-western corner rose
the great tower, the tomb of the founder of the principal palace. I have
described its basement, encased with massive masonry of stone, relieved by
recesses and other architectural ornaments. The upper part, built of brick,
was most probably painted, like the palaces of Babylon, with figures and
mythic emblems. Its summit, I conjecture, to have consisted of several
receding gradines like the top of the black obelisk, and I have ventured to
crown it with an altar on which may have burnt the eternal fire. Ad
Jjoining this tower were, as we have seen, two small temples, dedicated to
Assyrian gods. One actually abutted on it, although there was no com-
munication whatever, as far as I could discover, between the interior of
the two buildings ; the other was about 100 feet to the east. They were
both adorned with sculptures, and had evidently been more than one story
high, and their beams and ceilings were of cedar wood. They contained
statues of the gods, and the fullest records of the reign of the king their
founder, engraved on immense monoliths. Between them was a way up
to the platform from the north.

Between the small temples and the north-west palace were two great
flights of steps, or inclined ways, leading up from the margin of the river.
Their sites are still marked by deep ravines. They opened upon a broad
paved terrace. The north-west palace having been so fully described in
my former work, I need only add that I have now been able to ascertain
the position of its principal fagade and entrance. It was to the north,
facing the tower, and nearly resembled the grand approaches to Kouyunjik
and Khorsabad. The two gateways formed by the sphinxes with the hu-
man form to the waist,* appear to have flanked a grand centre portal to
which they were united on both sides, as in Sennacherib’s palace, by colos-
sal figures of human-headed bulls and lions and winged priests. The re-
mains of no other great entrance to the palace have yet been discovered,
but I have little doubt from several indications in the ruins, that there was
a similar facade on the river side, and that a terrace, ascended by broad
flights of steps, overlooked the Tigris.t

To the south of the north-west palace was a third ascent to the summit
of the platform, also marked by a ravine in the side of the mound. Be-
yond it were the upper chambers, built by the fourth king in succession
from Sardanapalus, probably over the remains of an earlier edifice. Ex-
cavations made in different parts of the small mound covering their ruins,
show that they consisted of three distinct groups, built round a solid cen-

* See woodcut at head of Chapter XVI.

t I understand that Mr. Hormuzd Rassam has lately discovered the remaias of
some very fine bas-reliefs near this edge of the mound.



ly if we assume that the ante-chamber, divided into two parts, corresponds
with the portico of the Jewish structures.

The palace of Essarhaddon was considerably below the level of that of
his grandson, and was separated from it by what appears, from a very deep
and wide ravine, to have been the principal approach to the platform. The
south-east edifice was very inferior, both in the size of its apartments and
in the materials employed in its construction, to the other royal buildings.
It was probably built when the empire was fast falling to decay, and, as
is usual in such cases, the arts seem to have declined with the power of
the people. In the palace there was no great hall, nor even any sculp-
tured slabs. It consisted of a number of rooms of small proportions, pan-
elled by common limestone slabs, roughly hewn, and not much above three
feet and a half high.* The upper part of the walls was simply plastered.
I have not been able to find any grand entrance, fagade, or exterior archi-
tecture, and recent excavations have only led to the discovery of a few new
chambers containing no objects of interest. There are traces of an earlier
building beneath it. The terraces to the west, overlooking the approach
from the plain, were floored with thick lime-plaster or cement, which still
remains.

Returning northwards, we come to the only traces of an approach on the
eastern side of the platform, and consequently from the interior of the wall-
ed inclosure. It is remarkable that there should have been but one on this

* Nineveh and its Remains, vol. ii. p. 38. .



Cuar. XXVIL] PALACES AT NIMROUD. 559

face ; and it is even more curious, that the only sides to the mound on
which there are any remains of walls or fortifications, are the eastern and
northern, where the royal residences would have overlooked the city, sup-
posing it to have been contained within the existing ramparts of earth.
The edifices facing what would, in that case, have been the open country,
were left apparently defenceless.

On the west side of the platform no actual ruins have been dlscovered
although there are undoubtedly traces of building in several places, and 1
think it not improbable that a temple, or some similar edifice, stood there.

It only remains for me to mention the palace in the centre of the plat-
form, founded by the king whose name is believed to read Divanubar or
Divanubra, but rebuilt almost entirely by Pul or Tiglath Pileser. Exca-
vations carried on during the second expedition, brought to light the walls
of a few additional chambers and numerous fragments of interesting sculp-
tures.* But the edifice was so utterly destroyed by Essarhaddon, who used
the materials in the construction of his own dwelling place, that it is im-
possible to ascertain its general plan, or even the arrangement of any of its
rooms. The great inscribed bulls and the obelisk, we know to have been
of the time of the older king; and the bas-reliefs of battles and sieges, heap-
ed up together as if ready for removal, to have belonged to the latter.

Around this edifice was a pavement of large square bricks, extending on
one side to the north-west palace and the small temples, and on the other
to the upper chambers, Essarhaddon’s palace, and that of his grandson.

In the ramparts of earth, marking the inclosure-wall of Nimroud to the
north, fifty-eight towers can still be distinctly traced. To the east there
were about fifty, but all traces of some of them are entirely gone. To the
south the wall has almost disappeared, so that it could not have been of
great size or thickness on that side. The level of the inclosure is here,
however, considerably above the plain, and it is not improbable that the
Tigris actually flowed beneath part of it, and that the remainder was de-
fended by a wide and deep ditch, either supplied by the small stream still
running near the ruins, or by the river.

At the south-castern corner of the inclosure, as I have already mention-
ed,t is a mound of considerable height, and the remains of a square edifice;
they may have been a fort or castle. I searched in vain for traces of gates
in the walls on the northern side. A high double mound, which probably
marks the ruins of an entrance, was excavated ; but no stone masonry or
sculptured figures were discovered, as in a similar mound in the inclosure
of Kouyunjik. I conclude, therefore, that the gateways of the quarter of
Nineveh represented by Nimroud were not, like those of the more northern
divisions of the city, adorned with sculptures, but were built of the same

* Amongst them were winged figures struggling with mythic animals, and various
other groups such as are seen on cylinders and on the robes of the king in the north-
west palace. They appear to have been sculptured in colossal proportions on the
walls of this palace. t See p. 139.



(or north-western) (), are at right angles to each other, and in nearly a
straight line.t From the eastern corner of the northern face, the inner
wall (c) forms the segment of a circle towards the southern end of the west-
em, the two being only 873 yards apart at their extremities (d).f On the
four sides are the remains of towers and curtains, and the walls appear to
have consisted of a basement of stone and an upper structure of sun-dried
bricks. The top of the stone masonry was ornamented with gradines, as
at Nimroud.§ There were probably numerous gateways, and their sites

* Rich estimates the entire length of the inclosure at about four miles, and its
greatest breadth at nearly two. This appears to me rather above the actual extent
of the ruins. It must also be remembered that they narrow off from the northern
side to a few hundred yards at the southern. Captain Jones has recently made a
very careful trigonometrical survey of the ruins, but his plans have not yet, I believe,
reached this country. Numerous occupations during my residence in Assyria pre-
vented me from completing a similar work, which I the less regretted as it was to be
done by one so much more competent. Ihave not hitherto had time to lay down my
survey of Nimroud. The general plan of the mound in my first work must be con-
sidered as a mere rough sketch. )

t Plate 70. in the 2nd series of the Monuments of Nineveh will convey an idea of
the nature of the earthen ramparts forming the inclosure round Kouyunjik. The up-
per lithograph represents the northern line of wall.

t Rich’s Narrative, vol. ii. p. 60.

¢ See p. 105. Several blocks of limestone cut into this form, and evidently fallen
from the tops of the walls, are scattered about the ruins. It is possible that the up-
per structure of sun-dried bricks may have been similarly ornamented.












CONCLUSION.

TuE time was drawing near for my departure. Once more I was about to
leave the ruins amidst which I had spent so many happy hours, and to
which I was bound by so many pleasant and solemn ties; and probably to
return no more.

I only waited the arrival of Abde, the late Pasha of Baghdad, who was
now on his way to his new government of Diarbekir. He was travel-
ling with a large company of attendants, and without a strong escort it
was scarcely prudent to venture on a journey. It was doubly necessary
for me to have proper protection, as I took with me the valuable collection
of bronzes and other small objects discovered in the ruins. I gladly, there-
fore, availed myself of this opportunity of joining so numerous and powerful
a caravan.

At length, after the usnal Eastern delays, the Pasha arrived at Mosul.
He remained encamped outside the town for two or three days, and during
that time visited the excavations, his curiosity having been excited by the
description he had received of the wondrous idols dug out of the ruins. He
marvelled at what he saw, as a Turk marvels at strange things which he
can neither understand nor explain. It would be in vain to speak to him
of the true objects of such researches, the knowledge they impart, the les-
sons they teach, or the thoughts they beget.

* Sir Anthony Shirley’s Travels in Persia. Purchas. vol. ii. p. 1387.
t+ Narrative of a Residence in K ‘listan. vol. i. pp. 40. 51.
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In these pages I have occasionally indulged in reflections suggested by
the scenes I have had to describe, and have ventured to point out the moral
of the strange tale I have had to relate. I cannot better conclude than by
showing the spirit in which Eastern philosophy and Mussulman resignation
contemplate the evidences of ancient greatness and civilisation, suddenly
rising up in the midst of modern ignorance and decay. A letter in my
possession contained so true and characteristic a picture of the feelings that
such an event excites in the mind of a good Mohammedan, that I here give
a literal translation of its contents. It was written to a friend of mine by
a Turkish Cadi, in reply to some inquiries as to the commerce, population,
and remains of antiquity of an ancient city, in which dwelt the head of the
law. These are its words :—

“ My illustrious Friend, and Joy of my Liver !

“ The thing you ask of me is both difficult and useless. Although I have
passed all my days in this place, I have neither counted the houses nor
have I inquired into the number of the inhabitants; and as to what one
person loads on his mules and the other stows away in the bottom of his
ship, that is no business of mine. But, above all, as to the previous his-
tory of this city, God only knows the amount of dirt and confusion that the
infidels may have eaten before the coming of the sword of Islam. It were
unprofitable for us to inquire into it.

“Oh, my soul! oh, my lamb ! seek not after the things which concern
thee not. Thou camest unto us, and we welcomed thee: go in peace.

« Of a truth, thou hast spoken many words; and there is no harm done,
for the speaker is one and the listener is another. After the fashion of thy
people thou hast wandered from one place to another until thou art happy
and content in none. We (praise be to God) were born here, and never de-
sire to quit it. Is it possible then that the idea of a general intercourse be-
tween mankind should make any impression on our understandings? God
forbid !

«“ Listen, oh my son! There is no wisdom equal unto the belief in God !
He created the world, and shall we liken ourselves unto him in seeking to
penetrate into the mysteries of his creation ? Shall we say, behold this star
spinneth round that star, and this other star with a tail goeth and cometh
in so many years! Letit go! He from whose hand it came will guide
and direct it.

 But thou wilt say unto me, Stand aside, oh man, for I am more learned
than thou art, and have seen more things. If thou thinkest that thou art
in this respect better than I am, thou art welcome. I praise God that I
seek not that which I require not. Thou art learned in the things I care
not for; and as for that which thou hast seen, I defile it. Will much
knowledge create thee a double belly, or wilt thou seek Paradise with
thine eyes?

“Oh, my friend! Ifthou wilt be happy, say, There is no God but God'

.
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APPENDIX IIL

Notes of the Spectmens from Nineveh, kindly favored to the Author by Dr. Percy, of the
8chool of Mines.

« In the collection of Assyrian antiquities, with which Mr. Layard has enriched the
British Museum, are numerous illustrations of ancient metallurgy, consisting of ves-
sels, weapons, and miscellaneous articles, which clearly prove that the Assyrians of
old possessed considerable skill in the art of working metals. Several of these speci-
mens have been examined in the metallurgical laboratory of the 8chool of Mines at
the Museum of Practical Geology ; and I have now pleasure in presenting a summary
of the results as far as the investigation has proceeded.

“1. A portion of a bromze bowl, or disk, from Nimroud.—The surface generally had
a green coating of carbonate of copper, which was crystalline where it was thickest
Below the thickest parts of this coating was a layer of red or sub-oxide of copper.
also more or less distinctly crystalline. A portion of the metal free from crust was
amalysed, and found to be composed of copper and tin in the following proportions :

Composition.
Copper . . . . . . . 8951
Twm . . . . . . . 063

100-14.



the fact that bronze antiquities are much more frequently found than those of iron;
for the obvious reason, that bronze resists, much better than iron, destruction by ox-
idation. Although, ! think, there are reasons for supposing that iron was more ex-
tensively used by the ancients than seems to be generally admitted ; yet, in the spec-
imens in question, it appears to me most probable, that the iron was used because it
was required in the construction. And if this be so, the Assyrians teach a lesson to
many of our modern architects and others, who certainly do not always employ met-
als in accordance with their special properties. The instrument under consideration, it
will be borne in mind, was one of the feet of a stand composed of an iron ring rest-
ing upon vertical legs of bronze. A stand of this kind must have been designed to
support weight, probably a large cauldron ; and it is plain that the ring portion should
therefore be made of the metal having the greatest tenacity, and the legs of metal
adapted-to sustain vertical or superincumbent weight. Now this combination of iron
and bronze exactly fulfils the conditions required. I do not say that a ring of bronze
might not have been made sufficiently strong to answer the purpose of the ring of
iron; but I do say that, in that part of the instrument, iron is more fitly employed
than bronze. Moreover, the contrast of the two metals, iron and bronze, may also
have been regarded as ornamental.
“d4. A small bell, corroded like the preceding.

Composition.
Copper . . . . . . . 8479
Tim . . ... ... 1410
98-89.

The proportion of tin was probably increased is this specimen, with reference to its

* See woodcut, ante, p. 151.






in fashioning the metals, Millin, Mineral. Homer. 2d. ed. 1816, p. 65., and Clarac, Mus.
de Sculpt. i. p. 6.).

“It is clear, from Homer's description of the shield of Achilles, that large compo-
sitions with numerous figures were known at that time ; and there can be no doubt
that the mode of work was this,—the metal after being softened and hammered into
plates was wrought up with sharp instruments, and then fastened to the ground with
nails and studs.

“The technical name for such hammered works was c¢uvpfirara. The joinings of
the different pieces were effected by mechanical means (3éouoi, I1. xviii. 879. ; fae,
Il xi. 634. ; wepdvau, xévrpa, Paus. x. 16.).

3. Previous to Homer no trace of casting has been discovered, while it is express-
ly stated that this art, as well as that of soldering, were inventions a little subse-
quent to his time. The discovery of the first is attributed to Rheecus and Theodorus,
both Samians. (Paus. viii. 14.; ix. 41. Plin. xxxv. 12. 43.)

“Theodorus is especially noticed as a worker in metals, who made for Creesus
(Ol 65—b68.) a large silver crater, enchased a ring for Polycrates the Samian, and
made a golden ring for the palace of the Persian kings, which is still to be seen.
(See full details of both in Sillig. Dict. of Artists, sub nom.)

“ The second invention, that of soldering (ci3fipov kéAAna1s), is attributed to Glaucus
of Chios. (Herod, i. 25.)

“ Pausanias (x. 16.) gives a particular account of the Sxoxpnrvp(8ior, Wwhich he made
by these means. Plutarch (Defect. Orac.) mentions another invention of his, the
alternate hardening and softening of iron ¢i3fpov oréuwois xal udralis. (See also
smig‘)"
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To Sir David Brewster I am indebted for the following very interesting and val-
uable notes on the Ancient Glass found at Nineveh :—

« The different kinds of glass in common use consist of sand or silex combined, by
fusion, with earths, or alkalies, or metals, which either act as fluxes, or communicate
different colors or different degrees of lustre, or refractive power to the combination.
In quartz, or rock crystal, which is pure silex, and in other regularly crystallised bod-
ies, their molecules or atoms unite in virtue of regular laws, the pole of one atom
uniting with the similar pole of another. Such substances, therefore, do not decom-
pose under the ordinary action of the elements. The lens of rock crystal, for exam-
ple, found by Mr. Layard at Nineveh, is as sound as it was many thousand years ago,
when in the form of a crystal.

“In the case of glass, however, the silex has been melted and forced into union
with other bodies to which it nas no natural affinity ; and, therefore, its atoms, which
have their poles lying in every possible direction, have a constant tendency to recover
their original positions when in the state of silex. For the same reason the earths,
or alkalies, or metals, with which the atoms of silex have been constrained, by fusion,
to enter into union, all tend to resume their primitive state, and separate themselves
from the silex.

“Owing to the manner in which melted glass is cooled and annealed, whether it is
made by flushing, or blowing, or moulding, the cohesion of its parts is not the same
throughout the mass, and consequently its particles are held together by different
degrees of force, varying in relation to points, lines, and surfaces. No atom of the
flux, or other ingredient, may be less firmly united to an atom of silex in one place
than in another, depending on the degree of heat by which they were united, or upon
the relative position of the crystalline poles of the atoms themselves when combined.
There are some remarkable cases where flint glass, without any rude exposure to the
elements, has become opaque ; and we have seen specimens in which the disinte-
gration of the same kind of glass has commenced a few years after it was made. In
general, however, the process of decomposition is very slow, excepting in stables,
where the presence of ammonia hastens the decomposition, and produces upon its
surface all the beautiful colors of the soap bubble.

«It is, however, from among the ruins of ancient buildings that glass is found in
all the stages of disintegration ; and there is, perhaps, no material body that ceases
to exist with so much grace and beauty, when it surrenders itself to time and not to

. disease. In damp localities, where acids and alkalies prevail in the soil, the glass
rots, as it were, by a process which it is difficult to study. It may be broken between
the fingers of an infant, and in this state we generally find in the middle of it a frag-
ment a thin fibre of the original glass which has not yielded to the process of decay.

“In dry localities, where Roman, Greek, and Assyrian glass has been found, the
process of decomposition is exceedingly interesting, and its results singularly beauti-
ful. At one or more points in the surface of the glass the decomposition begins. It
extends round that point in a spherical surface, so that the first film is a minute hem-
ispherical one of exceeding thinness. Film after film is formed in a similar manner
till perhaps twenty or thirty are crowded into the tenth of an inch. They now resem-
ble the section of a pearl or of an onion; and, as the films are still glass, we see
brilliant colors of thin plates when we look down through their edges, which form
the surface of the glass. These thin edges, however, being exposed to the ele-
ments, decompose. The particles of silex and the other ingredients now readily sep-
arate, and the decomposition goes on downwards in films parallel to the surface of
the glass, the crystals of silex forming a white ring, and the other ingredients rings
of a different tint. As the particles previously combined have now separated, the
hemispherical cup occupies a larger space, and rises above the general level of the
glassy surface.



ture of fluoride of calcium and concentrated sulphuric acid, or by exposing them to
the vapor of fluorhydric acid.*

* ¢ See Comptes Rendus des Séances de I’Académie des Sciences, Nov. 2. 1853, and Report of Brit.
Assoc., vol. xx. p 5.

Ivory Ornament, from Nimroud.
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of, among ancients, 154. Represented in
bas-relief, 500. '

Camanus mountain. See Kamana.

Camels of Nimroud, 28. Abstinence from
water, 219. note. Represented in bas-re-
liefs, 495.

Canals of Babylonia, 455, 456.

Canning, Bir 8., 3, 4. Protects reformed Ar-
menians, 349.

Captives in bas-reliefs, with feathers in their
heads, 140. With feathered head-dress,
196.

Captivity, Prince of the, 437, 446. Relics of
Jews of the, 435. The history of the Jews
of the, 445. Three of the Jews, 342.

Car, for war, represented in sculptures, 382.
383.

Caravanserais,’ description of, 409, note.

Carchemish, 199, 242, 244, 305. Mentioned on
Egyptian monuments, 538.

Cavalry, Turkish irregular, 272

Cavern, a nataral, 261. Artificial, at Wan,
344.

Cedar-wood brought by Assyrians from Leb-
anon, 307, 550. Discovered at Nimroud,
308. Employed in palaces, 555.

Cenire Palace, Nimroud, builder of, 526. State
of, 559.

Chaal, district of, 373.

feated by 8 herib, 119, 123.
, 379. Ancient astrologers, 435.
ssyrian, 127. For war, 383, 384.

vk used by Bedouins, 410.
ent Jewish, 436, 442. Eastern,

ge of, 42.
Jews compared with Assyrian
)
, expedition under, 405.
le discovered at Arban, 238.
aurch of Jela, 371.
enian patriarchate of, 338.
name of Nineveh in & Roman

of, on Babylonian gems, 458.
uthenware at Arban, 241.
Of wood, at Babel, 428.
\yrian, 542.
ttery, 113.

found at Babylon, 452. Used at
34.
Babylon, 456.
Convent, a Nestorian, 326. An Armenian,
354.
Cooper, Mr., 2, 84. Returns to England, 353.
Copper, used in colors, 308.
Corinthian capital, 198.
Cowley, Lord, protects the Armenians, 349.

At

On bricks, 140, and

679

Clesiphon, ruin of, 485. Tradition connected
with, 486.

Cuneiform, progress in deciphering, 523.

Cuth, country of, 438, and nofe.

Cylinders, of S8ennacherib, 135. Babylonian,
458, 516, 517. Assyrian, 514, 515. Phaeni-
cian, 517. Persian, 518. Used asseals, 519.

Cyprus, discovery of silver bowls in, 164, note.
Assyrian tablet found in, 528.

Cyrus, description of, 376. Takes Babylon,
454, and note.

D.
Dagon, represented. in bas-reliefs, 294, 301.
Dabkheel, the law of, among Bedouins, 269.
Danm, building at, 410.
Damlamajeh, spring of, 564.
Darius, cylinder of, 518.
Deloul. See Dromedary.
Denaris found at Kouyunjik, 502.
Dereboun, village of, 47.
Dereh Beys, the, 9.
Dervishk, a Persian, 24.
Desert, the, described, 208, 209, 256.
Divanubar, name of Assyrian king, 525.
Diz, district of, 366.
Dizza, town of, 328.
Doubleday, Mr., 154.
Dromedary, the, 200, note, 248, 283.
Drum, s, represented in bas-relief, 388
Played by Agayls, 409.
Ducks, in marble, &c., used as weights, 510,
513, and note.
Dudjook tribes, 7, 8.
Dujail, canal of, 490, 491.
Dura, plain of, 401.

E.

Earring of gold from Kouyunjik, 506, 507.
Moulds for casting, 507.

Eclipse, Eastern prejudice concerning, 470,
and note.

Effendi, the, a Yezidi chief, 210.

Egypt, seal of king of, 132. Bronzes of Egyp-
tian character, 155, 159. Relics of, discov-
ered at Kouyunjik, 505, 506, and note. Con-
quered by Essarhaddon, 529.

Egyptians, mode of transport of great stones,
97. Defeated by 8 herib, 121. An-
tiquities of, at Antioch, 306, note. Weights
used by, 514.

[Ekron, name in inscriptions, 121.

Elam, ancient name of, 123, 386, note. Con-
quest of, 180, 304, 382, 383, 496. Dress of
people of, 384.

Ellis, Mr. Thos., translation of inscriptions on
bowls, 434.

Eluleus, king of Tyre, mentioned in inscrip-
tions, 120.

Embossing on bronge vessels, 155, and note.




Enamel, Aszyrian, 167, 308, 312. Babylonian,
32, and Appendix, No. 3.

Xasck. book of, 447, and note.

Xr=eyouem, roads to, 4. City of, 7.

ki Baghdad, ruins of, 403.

Kals Mosul, ruins at, 285.

Kssariaddon, name of, 135. Cylinder of, 296.
Name at Nebbi Yunus, 508. His monu-
ments, 529. His palace at Nimroud, 558.

Essarkaddon’s son, his bas-reliefs, 381. His
mame, 386. His palace at Shereef-Khan,
509. His monuments, 530.

Eruscan bronzes, Assyrian character of, 161.
Engraved shells, 314.

Eulass river, 124.

Eunuch, represented in bas-relief, 386.

Euphrates river, 16. Represented in bas-re-
liefs, 377. Banks of, deserted, 400. Navi-
gation of 405. State of, 406. Changes in
its course at Babylon, 420.

Ewusebins describes 3 herib’s war against
Babyloo, 529. .

Evemerus, king of Parthia, sends Babyloni
to Media, 455.

Ewil Spirit, the, represented in bas-reliefs,
299.

Kyes in marble and enamel, 308.

E zekiel, tomb of, 427.

Ezra, tomb of, 428, note.

F.
Fagade of Kouyunjik palace, 115,
Falcons.  See Hawking.

Faras, Sheikh of the Tai, 145, 146

Fuaraz. a bawk, 228.

Fergusson, Mr., remarks on Assyrian cornice,
i1,  Restoration of Assyrian palaces, 548,
3, 332, 335, 536.

Ferhan, soa of Sofuk, 283.

Ferr g-ouat at Mosul, 314.

Frsh-god.  See Dazon.

Fouestuvi of bronze discovered, 169.

Ford, the Rev. Mr., 202.

Fountuen, an Assyrian, 182.

Funduz, village of, 43.

Fwtiisyah, village and mound of, 111,

F'yny, rock sculptures at, 45.

G.
(7 aileys represented in bas-reliefs, 195, 295.
t7ate ol Easteru cities, 47.  Of Nineveh, 101.
I paiace, 536, None discovered at Nim-
™oud, 399,
(Fangutiia, battle of, 176.
(fdsd, swne ol o nscriptions. 121,
(5 asedie, uawking the, 411 .
(5 duer. Jistact ol 32T
Gaaz.r niver, the, 147 3i7
Gherdra, muund of, excavated, 407
s hends, Jiskrcs of, 323 Chief of, 324.

INDEX.

.Glassbowls, 168. Vase of Sargon,168. From

Babel, 429. From Kouyenjik, 504, 507.
Analysis of, 573, 575.

Gods, the twelve Assyrian, 302, 544. Tabie
of, 537.

Gold inlaid in bronze, 166. Brought to Baby-
lon, 457. Mask of, 503. Laid over figures
in temples, 555

Gomel river, 176.

Grreck art, resemblance to Assyrian, 3393 Re-
mains at Kouyunjik, 503, 504.

Greyhound, Persian, 40.

Gubal, name of, in inscription, 307.

Gula Shailx lake, 16.

G'uli, village of, 9.

Gumpack, M. Von, conjecture as o sundial of
Ahaz, 425, note.

Gunduk, Assyrian bas-reliefs at, 318.

Guzelder, village of, 36.

H

Hadj, the, or caravan to Mecca, 460.

Hagarenes, conquered by Sennacherib, 119.

Hakkiari, pashalic of, 327.

Hall, great, in palace of Kouyunjik, 380.

Hambki, village of, 33.

Hammum Ali, moand of, 398.

Hanging gardens, 198, 425.

Hangings of silk in Babylonian pelace, 451.
At Nineveh, 556.

Harba, ruin of, 491, note.

Harisa, an Arab dish, 72.

Haroun, mound of, 466.

Harps represented in bas-reliefs, 388, 389.

Hartushi Kurds, 361.

Hatem Tai, anecdote of, 146, note.

Hawking, 224,228,254, Falcons, how bought,
283, 410. Training, 411.

Haczael, king of Syria, mentioned in inscrip-
tions, 523.

Hebar. See Khabour.

Hebrew chatacters on bowls from Babylon, 434.

Heeren on the commerce of the Babylonians,
456, note.

Hercules, the Assyrian, 115, 181, 506, 508, 516.

Ierki, tribe of, 186, 322, 326.

Hermaus, river, mentioned in inscriptions, 306.

Hezekiak, name of, in inscriptions, 121. Wars
of Sennacherib with, 122.

Hillak, arrival at, 414. Governor of, 415, 416.
Built of Babylonian bricks, 431.

Hincks, the Rev. Dr., translations of inscrip-
tions, 99, 118, 179, 304. Discovery of name
of Sennacherib, 117. Of Nebuchadnexzar,
117, note. Of syllabarium, 296. Discov-
cries, 522. On Wan inscriptions, 342, 343,
345. Translation of inscription of Nebucbad-
nezzar, 451.

Hindiyah canal and marshes, 408, 409, 421.

Hittites, the, name of Syrians, 120. Tribute
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of, 305. Name of, on Egyptian monuments,
539.

Hooks, bronze, discovered, 150. Analysis of,
Appendix 3.

Horses, trappings of, 152. Pedigrces of Be-
douin, 187. Bedouin, 220. Turkish, 272.
Arab breeds, 278. Represented in bas-re-
liefs, 291, 384. Clothed in armour, 384.

Howar, 8heikh of the Tai, 144, 186.

Hymer, the ruins of, 462.

LJ

Jays, tribe of, 253.

Ibn Reshid, Sheikh of, Nedjd, 460.

1dols of Assyrians carried away, 181. Taken
by Assyrians, 194, 498.

Jehesh, tribe of, 205.

Jehu, name of, on obelisk, 523.

Jelu, mountains of, 327, 363, 368. Valley of,
368. Ancient charch in, 370. Bishop of,
371.

Jerraiyak, mound of, 78.

Jews represented in bas-reliefs, 128, 389.
Dress of, 129, and note, 388. Captives on
the Chebar (Habor), 241, 389. Families in
Kardistan, 323. Nomades, 331. On Per-
sian frontiers, 333. Pilgrimage to Ezekiel's
tomb, 427. Relics of, from Babylon, 434.
Given to astrology, 435. Belief in evil spir-
its, 436. Their amulcts and charms, 443,
note. Their history after the captivity, 445.
Ancient political state of, compared with
Assyria, 541, 542.

Illibi, & country conquered by Sennacherib,
120.

Impalement, 307.

India, overland road to, 401. Intercourse of
Babylonians with, 457. Dogs of, brought to
Babylon, 457. Political state of, compared
with Assyria, 542.

Inclined way discovered, 394.

Inclosures of Nimroud and Kouyunjik, 543,
656.

Inlaying, art of, known to Assyrians, 166.

Inscriptions deciphered, 98, 99. Progress
made in, 522.

Jones, Capt., recovers stranded lion, 174. Sur-
veys Mesopotamis, 404, note. Conduct to-
wards Arabs, 481. Sarvey of Kouyunjik,
560, note.

Ionic ornament in Assyria, 100, 380, 552, and

note.

Jonah, tomb of, 507. Excavations in mound
of, 508. His preaching, 540, and note.

Jovian, retreat of, 402.

Iron, bronze cast over, 162. Objects discov-
ered in, 164, 308, 507.

Ishpuinish, name of king at Wan, 344, 345.

Judi mountain, ark rested on, 529. Tablet at
foot of, 529.

681

Julamerik, town of, 365.

Jumjuma. See Amran.

Ivory, objects in, discovered, 164, 308, 312.
Izzet Pasha, 330.

K.
Kadesia, site of battle, 403.
Kalah-Sherghat, excavations at, 497.
K in of, mentioned in inscrip

tions, 307.

Karachok, hills of, 188.

Karagol, village of, 14.

Kar-Duniyas, a city of Chaldea, 118, 180,
306.

Karboul, Sheikh, 466.

Karnainek Khan, 492.

Karnessa ou Daoleh mountain, 362.

Kasr, the, of Rich, 431. See Mujelibé.

Katkimain, tombs of, 403, 404, 490.

Kazail, Arab tribe of, 427, 461.

Kemball, Captain, 405.

Keshaf, mound of, 186.

Keswak, village of, 28.

Khabour river, 46, 50. Journey to, 200. Ar
rival at, 227. Discoveries on, 235. Ancient
condition of country on, 241. Course of, 963.
Sources of, 265. Mentioned in Assyrian in-
scriptions, 306.

Khan-i-resh, village of, 323.

Khan Mahmoud, a Kurdish chief, 337, 357.

Kharareh, subdued by Sennacherib, 119.

Kharkhar, a country conquered by Senna-
cherib, 120.

Khatouniyah, lake of, 275.

Khauser, the river, 64, 99, 180.

Khazana Kapouss, tablet at Wan, 342.

Khelath. See Akhlat.

Kherimmi conquered by SBennacherib, 119.

Khoraif, a Bedouin, 200.

Khorkhor, name of gardens at Wan, 341.

Khorsabad, discoveries at, 109. Builder of, .
125. Inclosure of, 560.

Kiamil Pasha, 64.

Kifil, tomb of Mxekiel, 427.

King, bas-relief of, at Nimroud, 303. On bas-
relief, 385. Table of names, 531.

Kirikor, an Armenian monk, 334.

Kochers, or nomades, 186, 322

Kochhanes, village of, 363.

Kordereh, stream, 189.

Kormawor, inscription in charch of, 351,

Koshk-ab, castle of, 333.

Kosli, village of, 13.

Koukab, volcanic hill of, 233, 261, 374.

Kouyunjik, discoveries at, 55, 63, 99, &o.
General description of,63. Excavations re-
newed in, 80, 85. Grand entrance discov--
ered, 115. Descending passage, 288. Res-
idence at, 314. Extent of ruins excavated,
501. Small objects from, 504, 506, 507. Res
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Statue, an entire, discovered, 313.

Steamer, English, on Tigris, 405.

Stewart, Mr., Babylonian bowls from his col-
lection, 434.

Storms, 206, 250, 315. On Lake Wan, 356.

Studs, in mother of pearl and ivory, 150.

Subhan mountain, 13, 14, 331.

Suleiman Agha, visit to, 258, 264.

Summaichak, village of, 490.

Summer, in Assyria, 315.

Sumsion, Mr., repairs bas-reliefs from Kou-
yunjik, 396, note.

Sundial of Ahaz, 425, note.

Susiana, conquest of, 123, 124.
387. See Elam.

Susubira, king of Chaldeea, 123, 499.

Suttum, a Bedouin Sheikh, 200, 202, 207. His
mare, 218. His encampment, 321. Rathai-
yah, his wife, 233, 233. Adla, his wife, 250.

Rivers of,

His bawk, 254. His honesty, 493. His
death, 493, note.
8Syria, conquered by 8 herib, 120.

Syriac characters on Babylonian bowl, 443,
444.

T.
Tablets, set up by Bennacherib, 120. At Ba-
vian, 177. At Nahr-el-Kelb, 178, 179, note.
Inscribed clay, 295,309. Of Assyrian kings,

304, 318. At Wan, 338. From Whurka,
479. With cylinder impressed, 519.
T'adwan, village of, 28.

Tai, tribe of, attack on Nimroud, 142. Visit
to, 144.

Talent, the Babylonian, 513, note.

Talmud, the, 445.

Tartan, a title, 125, note.

Tatar, tombs, 20.

Taylor, Col, his cylinder, 118, note, 206.

Tekrit, town of, 399, 492.

Tel-Anu, name of Niffer, 473, note.

T'el Ermah, mound, 206.

Tel Kef, village of, 48.

Temple of Jerusalem, compared with Assyri-
an palaces, 548, 553.

Tent, an Assyrian, 127, and nofe. An Arab,
144, 221.

Thief, a Bellouin, 251. Tracing, 274.

Thistles, grown for oil, 351.

Threshing floors, 14.

TRrone, 8, 127. Discovery of, 167.

Tiglath Pileser, monuments of, 526. His an-
nals said to be discovered, 536, note.

Tigris, the river, 39, 41, 204. Changes in
course of, 64, note. BSources of Eastern
branch, 357. Head waters of, 360, 361. De-
scription of banks of, 399. Navigation of,

405.
Tilich, village of, 41.
Timour Mirza, 409.

585

T¥n, mixed with bronsge, 161. With colors,
140, note.

Tkhoma, district of, 372. -

Tokkari, conquered by Sennacherib, 123, 196.

Tombs, in the rock, 22. At Bavian, 176.
Mussalman, 317. At Wan, 340, 345. At
Kouyunjik, 503.

Tortures, represented, 383, 390, 391.

Tower at Nimroud discovered, 104. Tomb in,
106.

Trajan, visits house in Babylon in which
Alexander died, 455, note.

T'reasure chamber discovered, 149.

Trebizond, 4.

T'ripod, stands of bronze, 153.

T'rumpet, speaking, in bas-reliefs, 90.

Tulip, the origin of an Assyrian ornament,
156.

Turkey, reforms in, 9. State of frontiers, 332.

T'urks, destructive policy of, 145, 401, 406, 480.

T'urtle, a, taken in the Khabour, 251.

Twusks, elephants’, discovered at Nimroud,
165.

T'yre, mariners of, employed by Sennacherib,
123. Name of, in inscriptions, 307.

U. V.
Varzahan, ruins dt, 6.
Vastan, village of, 354.
Vault at Nimroud, 138.
Vauz, Mr., notes on metallargy of the an-
cients, 573.
Venus, the Assyrian, images of, 408.
Um-Jerjeh, encampment at, 265.
Volcano. See Koukab.

Ww.

Wali Bey, a Turcoman chief, 147, 189.

Walls represented, 196. Of Kouyunjik, 563.

Walpole, Houn. F., 314, 318.

Wan, fish in lake of, 17. First view of, 18,
331. Jewish families taken there by Ti-
granes, 331. Arrival at, 334. History of,
336. Inscriptions at, 345. List of kings
from monuments of, 345. Language of
inscriptions of, 345. Rising of the lake,
350.

Wararad, ancient name of Armenia, 346.

Weights, Assyrian, discovered at Nimroud,
510.

Well, », at Kouyunjik, 59. At Nimroud, 149.

Wine-strainer of bronse, 153.

Wolf, s, 193.

Women, Arab, their dress, 222. Of the Milli
tribe, 267. Singing, represented in bas-re-
liefs, 388, 389.

Wherka, coffins discovered at, 474, 475.

X.
Xenophon, retreat of the Ten Thousand, re-



THE END.







































